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and Lord. 


A Prayer for Israel 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
They shall prosper that love thee.—Psalm 122 : 6 


AVE mercy on thy people, Lord ; 
Scattered and peeled, they wander far, 
Without a Shepherd or a fold, 
Without the light of Sun or Star; 
Driven from land to land they go,— 
Their many sorrows who can tell ? 
Crafty and cruel is their foe; 


~ Lord, save thy people, Israel! 


In anger thou hast sifted them 
As corn is shaken in the sieve ; 
Yet is thine eye upon them still, 
Beneath thy sheltering hand they live ; 
Let not the precious grains be lost, 
Cover and guard them where they fell ; 
Till thou hast gathered them again, 
Keep thou thy people, Israel. 


The earth is brass beneath their feet, 
The heavens are iron above their head, 
There was no peace whence they have come, 
There is no peace where they have fled; 
There is no arm to help or save 

While tempests rise and billows swell ; 
Have pity on thy people, Lord, 

Thy loved and chosen, Israel. 


Remember, Lord, thy covenants, 

Though they forsake them and forget, 
Let not thy lovingkindness fail, 

And keep thy pledge of patience yet ; 
Loose thou the bands and break the yoke, 

Free thou the land where strangers dwell, 
Their ancienf heritage restore 

And bless thy people, Israel. 


Then shall the world have peace at last, 
Then shall the earth rejoice and sing, 
The waste shall blossom as the rose 
And fountains in the desert spring ; 
Lord, be thou mindful of thine own; 
Bring them within their land to dwell; 
Set thou thy King upon his throne, 
And save the world by Israel. 


A Soldier’s Commission 


Have you examined your commission? Only a 
few weeks ago the oldest son of the Secretary of 
the Navy passed the examinations that gave him a 
commission as lieutenant in the Marine Corps. He 
had volunteered as a private in that branch of the 
service when the United States went to war. The 
commission this young man has earned will be signed 
by the President of the United States and “by his own 
father as Secretary of the Navy. Every Christian 
has a wonderful commission as a soldier, bearing the 
double signature of omnipotent hands, “As thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I also sent 
them into the world” (John 17:18). That is the 
greatest commission ever given. It took the Eleven 
to Pentecost and beyond. It made Paul the mighty 
Apostle to the Gentiles. It put the hammer and the 
theses into Luther’s hands. It sent Carey finally to 
India,—he who could say: “My business is to save 
souls for Christ; I mend shoes to pay expenses.” 
Can we not take our commission more to heart, and 
leave off the pitiful, superficial playing at the Lord’s 
service of which we have too long been guilty? 


Pa 
“The Gods’ Greatest Gift” 


Many men think work is our greatest blessing. 
A cartoon in one of the great New York newspapers 
pictured a laborer standing with outstretched hands, 
as a spade was being offered to him, and the cartoon 
bore the inscription “The gods’ greatest gift—work.” 
Work is the greatest gift the gods can give man,— 
remembering that the gods stand either for Satan or 
for the imagination of the natural man’s mind. But 
work is not God’s greatest gift. It would be cruel 
mockery for God to offer impotent, helpless, sin- 
paralyzed man a chance to work, as his greatest 
blessing! For the natural man cannot accomplish 
any work that is worthy the ndme of work in the 
sight of God. The natural man cannot do anything 
worth while in God’s sight. And God does not mock 
man. So He offers, as His greatest gift, not work, 
but Christ. Christ is the Gospel, the Good News. 
Christ is God dying in man’s place, receiving into 
Himself the full, awful penalty of man’s sin, in order 
that man, by believing on Him, may forever escape 
that penalty. Christ is God saying to helpless, im- 
potent man: “You need not do anything; I have 
done it all for you; will you believe me?” Work, 
the gods’ greatest gift to man, is the best the gods 
can do, and is a taunting mockery of man’s helpless- 
ness, Grace, not works, is God’s gift to helpless man 
in Jesus Christ. After we have accepted God’s Un- 
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T TAKES practical men to win a war. But not 

all men recognize what it is to be practical. 

t Abraham Lincoin was a practical man. Under 
his guidance one of the most desperate wars in his- 
tory was won. 


On the first day of this month the Cow +r of 
the United States did one of the most pract.. ««ings 


it has yet done to win the present w . enator 
Gallinger of New Hampshire introduce. meur- 
rent Resolution which was immediately ».. 1 by 


both houses of Congress, as follows : 


Resolved by the Senate (the House of Represen- 
tatives concurring), That, it being a duty peculiarly 
incumbent in a time of war humbly and devoutly 
to acknowledge our dependence on Almighty God 
and to implore his aid and protection, the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
spectfully requested to recommend a day of public 
humiliation, prayer, and fasting, to be observed by 
the people of the United States with religious 
solemnity and. the offering of fervent supplications 
to Almighty God for the safety and welfare of 
our cause, his blessings on our arms, and a speedy 
restoration of an honorable and lasting peace to 
the nations of the earth. 


To realize what this may mean to the United 
States and the Allies one has but to read the amaz- 


speakable Gift and are saved, then indeed can we 
accept His lesser gift of work; then for the first 
time can we begin to work, in the new life and power 
that are ours in Christ, as workmen that need not to 
be ashamed even in the sight of God (2 Tim. 2:15). 


x 
Which Center? 


Hell or heaven is made ours by the center that 
we choose. Centuries ago Ptolemy and the ancients 
believed that this earth was the center of the universe, 
and that all else was revolving around it. It was 
Copernicus who discovered that not the earth, but the 
sun, was the center of our system. And fundamental 
astronomical mistakes were corrected by finding the 
true center outside, not inside, our little sphere. A 
writer calling attention to this fact years ago in the 
columns of The Sunday School Times pointed out 
that, similarly, the soul’s universe has its two possi- 
ble centers. Self is one of these; the unsaved man’s 
center, then, is Ptolemaic. For him everything re- 
volves about self. The surrendered Christian -be- 
liever finds, not self, but Christ as his center. His 
spiritual system is not Ptolemaic, but Copernican; 
not terrestrial, but celestial. “Not I, but Christ.” 
The old self nature dies, and Christ, the Sun of 
righteousness, becomes the pivot and heart of the 
believer’s universe. And how many and fundamental 
mistakes drop away when all our reckonings are 
made by the true Center, the Son! 


a” 
Overcoming a Wonderful World 


This is the best world we have ever lived in. In 
spite of its sin and corruption, entering into the 
whole world of nature as well as into human beings, 
this world is so marvelous in its beauty, and riches, 
and resources, and attractiveness, and pleasures, that 
only God could have conceived and wrought it. No 
wonder it makes an overwhelmingly powerful appeal 
to those who live in it. But God wants it to be our 
servant, not our master. He wants us to enjoy its 
good things now and here; but he wants us to keep 
them underneath, not on top. In a searching instal- 
lation sermon a preacher counseled the new pastor 
to “rise above the seven great principles—the five 
loaves and the two fishes”; and then he went on, 
“It requires wonderful faith to overcome the present 
wonderful world.” It does; but we have a wonder- 
ful God and Saviour in whom to have_ that faith. 
And those who make him supreme enjoy his world 
more than those who let his world crowd him out. 


This War 


ingly impressive facts in the history of our nation, 
brought together on page 220 in this issue, together 
with the searching discussion of the question, “When 
Will the War End?” 

People generally are not familiar witk the super- 
natural factors in the turning of the tide in favor 
of the Union arms in the blackest hour of the Civil 
War. Nor do people in general recognize what place 
national sin has in bringing on God’s judgments, 
often executed through war precipitated by other 
nations more sinful; nor what place the supernatural 
has in bringing victory, when the way to God’s om- 
nipotence has been opened by self-judging confession 
and repentant prayer. A member of The Sunday 
School Times editorial staff was talking with the 
Honorable Claude Kitchin, leader of the Majority in 
the House of Representatives and Chairman of the 
powerful Ways and Means Committee, shortly after 
Congress had passed the significant Concurrent Reso- 
lution. Mr. Kitchin, son of a Baptist deacon, was 
found to be heartily in sympathy with the call to a 
national day of prayer. He was asked if he did not 
think that the people of the United States were really 
trusting too much in their tremendous industrial re- 
sources. “Should we not remember that the victories 
of God’s people in olden times were not won usually 
by great numbers, but often by a little handful—” the 
editorial representative was saying, when Mr. Kitchin 
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wets in with the words, spoken emphatically, “with 
rod.” 

It is not a debatable question in the minds of 
“Christian people in the United States and the Allied 
nations that these nations are fighting for the cause 
of righteousness against the terrible unrighteousness 
embodied in the national attitude and actions of Ger- 
many and her co-operating powers. Therefore, so 
far as the specific issues involved in this terrible war 
are concerned, Christian people have every right aid 
duty to turn humbly at confidently to God in the 
expectation that, if the nations that are standing for 
righteousness will humble themselves before God in 
confession and faith, approaching him in the way he 
directs in his Word, he will, as he has so often done 
before, give them victory over their enemies. 

No nation, as no individual, can ever approach God 
on the ground of one’s own good record. A nation, 
like an individual, may look with some degree of com- 
placency at its own record in certain lines as com- 
pared with the record of some other nation. But 
comparing ourselves with certain other human be- 
ings, and limiting the comparison simply to certain 
lines, is very different from comparing ourselves with 
the holiness and perfect righteousness of God. The 
instant that comparison is ventured upon we fall in 
self-loathing into the dust. Mercy, not justice, is 
then our only hope. And that is the only way in 
which the United States and her allies may hope- 
fully come to God, in this crisis hour, for his guid- 
ance and empowering unto victory. 

This country is blessed in the large number of 
Christian men who are at its head, from the Presi- 
dent down, in places of responsibility in the govern- 
ment. Christian people recall gratefully President 
Wilson’s call to a day of prayer last October. Yet 
every nation on earth to-day, including our own, 
has much to repent of, to confess as sin before God; 
every reason to prostrate itself in humble self-judg- 
ment and humiliation before the King of kings and 
the only Captain of salvation. Sin, more than Ger- 
man bullets, constitutes one of the greatest perils 
to-day to the soldiers who are freely, sacrificially, 
offering their lives to end Germamny’s black outrages 
against the world. 

A Christian woman in London tells of being filled 
with pride as she saw splendid American soldiers 
marching through the streets of the British metrop- 
olis. But when, a day or two later, she saw some 
of those same boys walking down the street arm in 
arm with some of the “harpies” whose faces she had 
come to know perfectly well as she worked as an 
evangelist in that city, she went back to her hotel 
room to weep and to pray for those boys whose lov- 
ing families in the homeland perhaps do not realize 
the dread danger they are in. And the same vice is 
at large in our own land, even though we have cause 
for great thanksgiving that our national government 
and many local authorities are laboring so earnestly 
to suppress it. 

America has plenty of other sins to confess in 
national humiliation and repentance. Pride, arro- 
gance, covetousness, avarice,—these and other evils 
would not for an instant be denied by any true Ameri- 
can face to face with God. And if any particular 
individual feels that, while the nation as a whole may 
not have been immaculate, he himself has been kept 
from sins that are more or less national, let him 
remember the attitude of such clean-lived, righteous, 
devoted men of God as Daniel, and Nehemiah, and 
Isaiah, in the hour of their nation’s need. Daniel, 
for example, than whom history has no record of a 
more upright and righteous man except the Son of 
man, Jesus Christ himself, tells of a time “while I 
was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin 
and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my 
supplication before Jehovah my God” (Dan. 9: 20). 
Nehemiah, a nobleman of the same character, learn- 
ing of the affliction of his people Israel though 
he himself was in comfort and safety, “sat down and 
wept, and mourned certain days; and I fasted and 
prayed before the God of heaven, and said, I be- 
seech thee, O Jehovah, ... that thou mayest hearken 
unto the prayer of thy servant, ... while I confess 
the sins of the children of Israel, . . . which we have 
sinned against thee. Yea, J and my father’s house 
have sinned: we have dealt very corruptly against 
thee” (Neh. 1). 

So let these United States of America,—and The 
Sunday School Times believes there is no better na- 
tion on top of the earth, no nation with .a record 
more God-directed, no nation that has been kept more 
free from the sins that have ordinarjly characterized 
national history,—let this nation of ours eagerly, un- 
hesitatingly recognize its need of confession of sin; 
let the distinctively Christian people of this nation 
recognize their own identification with the nation’s 
every sin; then, confessing sin, and our need of sin- 
purging discipline, let us ask for God’s forgiveness, 
and for God’s guidance and victory in the war against 
unrighteousness to which this nation is committed. 

Christian people are praying that this may be done 
on a day designated by the President in accordance 
with the suggestion of the Concurrent Resolution 
of Congress. As this issue of The Sunday School 
Times goes to press the President has not yet acted 
upon that Resolution. Very likely his decision will 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


Is the reason you must say “no” because 





_ there is something you need to do that some- 
how you are not doing? Well, Jesus’ work is 
to meet your needs. Whatever you need todo, 
that is done by Jesus. Just thank him for this. 
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have been made and some proclamation issued be- 
fore this paper reaches its readers. If not, let us 
continue earnestly to pray for the guidance of our 
loved and trusted Chief Executive, and for the’ guid- 
ance of the whole nation in this matter. Let us espe- 
cially ask God to bring this nation into that spirit 
and attitude which were so wonderfully manifested in 
the proclamation of President Lincoln calling. the day 
of national confession and prayer on April 30, 1863. 
Three things would seem to be greatly needed. 


First, that the call be made unequivocally to con- 
fession of sin, self-judgment, repentance, and acknowl- 
edgement of God’s righteousness in national afflic- 
tion, all this being done in the only way of approach 
to God offered by Himself in his Word, through 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Saviour. It is sig- 
nificant that the resolution of the United States Sen- 
ate in 1863 used the words, “deploring the national 
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offenses which have provoked His righteous judg- 
ment, yet encouraged, in this day of trouble, by the 
assurances of His word, to seek Him for succor 
according to His appointed way, through Jesus 
Christ.” Victory in this war may then hopefully be 
asked for from God. 


Second, that such a day of national humiliation, 
confession of sin, and prayer for victory, be called 
for a week-day, not a Sunday. The effect and oppor- 
tunity would ce ely be lost if a Sunday were desig- 
nated. The word of the ancient king of Israel should 
be recalled, “Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto 
the Lord my God of that which doth cost me noth- 
ing” (2 Sam. 24: 24). 

Third, that, if our President thinks best, the allied 
nations with which the United States is fighting for 
the safety of the world be invited by the President to 
join with this country in the observance of the same 
day of humiliation, confession of sin, and prayer for 
victory. 


It has been said that if any of the allied nations 
should observe a day of national confession of sin 
with prayer for victory, this would be a confession 
of weakness to Germany, and would never do. Is not 
the real question, not what Germany will think of us 
if we do this, but what God will think of us if we 
don’t? If such a day of humiliation and prayer 
gives “aid and comfort to the enemy,” let the enemy 
get all the aid and comfort he pleases out of it! 
God will get more comfort from it; and therefore 
the allied nations under God will get more comfort 
than Germany. For God is more powerful even than 
Germany. 





Can He Join the Church 
Without Baptism? 


Our minister has asked me to join the church. I have 


never been baptized, but he does not know it. Could I 
join church without being baptized? Would it be right? 
Can you be a Christian without being baptized?—A New 
Subscriber. 


Water baptism is not essential to salvation. The 
dying thief, and doubtless thousands of other death- 
bed converts, went to heaven without being baptized. 
But the divine command, “believe and be baptized,” 
is emphasized in the New Testament. The servant 
is not greater thar his Lord, and our Lord was bap- 
tized. Baptism is the door through which one should 
enter the fellowship of God’s people in the church. 
Apart from following the example of Christ and of 
obeying the Scripture command, baptism is a way 
of confessing Christ before men. This inquirer will 
undoubtedly find the pastor and his people sympa- 
thetic when he tells them that he has never been bap- 
tized, and will learn that thousands before him have 
had the same experience. It is nothing to be ashamed 
of or to wish to conceal. 


x 
“This Generation” and Christ’s Coming 


I have been deeply interested in your editorial on the 
Second Coming of our Lord. 

in Matthew 24 we read what appear to be the signs 
of the Second Coming of Christ; and also the same in 
Mark 13: 14-29; and then in verse 30 we read that “This 
generation shall not pass away, until all these things be 
accomplished.” Can you give us your ideas on these 
most perplexing questions?—A Nova Scotia Inquirer. 


Jesus meant exactly what he said. Foretelling the 
stupendous events that shall come to pass in the very 
last days of this age or dispensation, which shall 
culminate in the “tribulation, such as there hath not 
been the like from the beginning of the creation 
which God created until now, and never shall be 
[again]” (Mark 13:19), he said that “after that trib- 
ulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall be falling from 
heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens shall 
be shaken, And then shall they see the Son of man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory” (vs. 
24, 25). ; . 

Speaking to his Jewish hearers as Jews Jesus then 
adds the significant word that the cataclysmic events 
he has just foretold and described in detail shall be 
to the. Jews unmistakable signs “that he is nigh, even 
at the doors”; and then he adds, “Verily I say unto 
you, This generation shall not pass away, until all 
these things be accomplished. Heaven and earth 
shail pass away: but my word shall not pass away. 
But of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not 
even the angels in heaven, neither the Son [in his 
present, voluntary, earthly incarnation and self-lim- 
itation (Phil. 2: 5-8)], but the Father” (vs. 29-32). 

The Greek word translated “generation” is genea. 
It means race, kind, family, stock, breed, The ordi- 








nary present-day use of the word “generation” as 
meaning simply that part of a family line which ex- 
tends from parent to child, or something over thirty 
years, is a secondary or transferred meaning of the 
word. Its primary meaning, as already stated, is 
“that which has been begotten, men of the same 
stock, a family.” It has the same meaning as the 


“Hebrew in Genesis 31:3, when “Jehovah said unto 


Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers; and to 
thy kindred.” So our Lord, the promised Messiah 
of the Jews, upon whom had depended ‘the fulfilment 
of God’s everlasting covenant with Israel made to 
Abraham, which must be fulfilled because God’s 
Word is inviolable, said to his Jewish hearers: 
“This race or stock of Israel shall not pass away, 
until all these things be accomplished.” The preser- 
vation of the Jews through dispersions and persecu- 
tions of centuries has been the outstanding miracle 
of history. It is the fulfilment of this word of our 
Lord concerning “This generation” or family stock. 
And “verily” this supernaturally continued line of 
Abraham shall be here on this earth at our Lord’s 
coming; and the believing remnant of Jews shall 
look unto him “whom they have pierced; and they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourning for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is 
in bitterness for his first-born” (Zech. 12: 10); then, 
believing on Jesus and receiving him as their Mes- 
siah, “so all Israel shall be saved: even as it is 
written, 

There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer; 

He shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

And this is my covenant unto them, 

When I shall take away their sins” 


(Rom, 11: 26, 27). 
a= 
Really Taking Victory 


I was at the Victorious Life Conference at Princeton 
in’ 1916, and was helped so much; but “Victory’s Final 
Secret” in The Sunday School Times of October 27, 1917, 


cleared away the last obstacle, and now I see. And I 
want to thank you—A New York State Reader. 
Victory’s final secret is blessedly simple. Any 


Christian can have victory, complete victory, at any 
moment, by using this simple secret which God has 
so plainly revealed in his Word. Yet many a Chris- 
tian is living on in defeat and discouragement, in un- 
satisfied hunger, because of not having seen the se- 
cret. It was in an editorial note on the first page of 
the issue mentioned that this “Mst' step” for entering 
into victory was explained, as it has so often been 
mentioned elsewhere in these columns in recent 
years. In view of God’s having blessed that brief edi- 
torial message, it was thought that-other readers 
might be glad to have the message of “Victory’s Fnal 
Secret” in convenient form «fdr slipping into their 
Bibles, or mailing in a letter to a friend; and it has 
been put into a leaflet, printed in two colors in ex- 
ceptionally beautiful form, to be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times Company at twenty cents a 
dozen copies, or 75 cents for fifty, postpaid. 
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WHEN WILL THE WAR END? 


The writer of this article has been working for the welfare of the British 
and American soldiers from the beginning of the war until the present time 


By George T. B. Davis “ronor.esr 7 





, 


T. WAS the midday hour in a town in a Western 
| sate near which was a big military camp. A lit- 

tle group of men were sitting round the dining- 
room table at a hotel. They had come from various 
parts of the United States at the call of the Y. M.C. A. 
to speak to the thousands of soldiers at the near-by 
camp. One of the number was a well-known evan- 
gelist, another a minister of wide reputation, an- 
other the son of a religious publisher, a fourth was 
the writer. The war naturally came up for discus- 
sion, and the usual question was asked, “When do you 
think the war will end?” The reply that was given 
was this: 

“The nations have sinned, and the war will not 
end—unless the Lord comes—until the people, espec- 
ially of Britain and America, humble themselves, and 
confess and forsake their sins, and cry to God for 
pardon and forgiveness.” 

The speaker then went on to say that he felt con- 
vinced that the modern situation was a counterpart, 
on a larger scale, of God’s dealings with His Chosen 
People long ago. - 

The man on the street admits that modern nations 
have largely forgotten God and rebelled against his 
commandments, Look for a moment at Germany. 
Luther and the Reformation gave the Bible to Ger- 
many, and through it she became a powerful people 
and a mighty nation. But for the last fifty years she 
has been tearing the Bible to pieces with her destruc- 
tive Higher Criticism, and superseding it with her 
false philosophy. The result is that she has reared 
up a generation of atheists, agnostics, and so-called 
philosophers, who scoff at the Bible, at the super- 
natural, the virgin birth, at the deity of Christ, at 
the Atonement and the resurrection of Christ; whose 
religion is the survival of the fittest, with the re- 
sultant doctrine that might makes_right. 


Sins of the Nations 


No one can seriously maintain that other nations 
are free from the need of confessing sin before 
d 


Waves of the Higher Criticism and rationalistic 
philosophy “made in Germany” have flooded the uni- 
versities, schools, periodicals, and vast numbers: of 
the pulpits in Britain and this country. As a result 
Sabbath desecration, divorce, and other evils have 
correspondingly increased by leaps and bounds. There 
has been an appalling decline in family worship. The 
speaker told how a few months before he had been 
talking with one of the residents of a country vil- 
lage. Pointing down the main street of the village 
the man said: “Thirty years ago, if there was one 
family living in the street that did not have family 
worship it would be the talk of the community. But 
now, there are very few in the entire street that 
gather together daily to worship God.” 

Not that there have been no prophets to call 
the people back to God in the midst of the in- 
creasing trouble and sorrow. From strong voices in 
national leadership the call to repentance has come. 
The naval hero of Great Britain to-day is Admiral 
Sir David Beatty. Nearly two years ago he wrote a 
letter to be read at a religious gathering, which was 
published throughout the British Empire. He de- 
clared that Great Britain was sunk in self-com- 
placency, and that until a revival swept over the 
country and she looked out upon the future with 
humble prayerful eyes, just so long would the war 
continue... Another voice that rang throughout the 
Empire many months ago was that of Sir William 
Robertson, then Chief of the Imperial General Staff. 
He declared that he was old-fashioned enough to 
trust, not in “horses and chariots,” but in God. 

On the other hand, God’s mercy in answer to 
prayer has been marvelously manifested from the 
very beginning of the conflict. It is generally recog- 
nized that it was only God that saved the little 
British army, in the early days of the conflict, from 
being overwhelmed by the German hosts; or that 
turned the German advance into a swift retreat when 
they were about to encircle Paris. But the sad thing 
is that in, spite of these, and many similar manifesta- 
tions of God’s mercy and power, the nations have 
looked chiefly at material methods of winning the 
var, and have looked too little to the Maker of all 
things. 

For fully two-years after the war began the uni- 
versal cry in Great Britain was for “men, money, and 
munitions.” When they failed to end the war, and 
when the submarine menace was growing greater, 
Premier Lloyd George declared that the one way to 
win victory was to have “ships, and more ships, and 
still more ships.” Shortly after the Premier had 
uttered these words, the London Christian in a 
trenchant editorial declared that God, and not ships, 


would win the war, and that no one should know this 
better than Premier Lloyd George himself. In 
America a similar situation has existed. Everywhere 
one sees the familiar slogan, “Food will win the war. 
Don’t waste it.” Now food is a mighty factor in 
winrting the war. We must not waste it—to do so is 
sinning against our nation and against God.’ But 
the slogan that we need still more is, “Trust in God 
will win the war; don’t doubt Him.” Of course, 
men, money, munitions, ships, and food are all of 
prime necessity; but first things must come first; and 
the supreme need of those who are fighting such 
unspeakable evils as are the Allies is humble de- 
pendence upon God through Jesus Christ his Son, and 
this officially recognized. 

We may not witness a great revival of religion 
sweeping from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans 
during the continuance of this: unprecedented con- 








What Our National Leaders Say 
to The Sunday School Times 


Our nation ought to know the views of government 
leaders at the nation’s capital concerning the need of 
a day for humiliation and prayer. Those national 
leaders are more than willing that their views should 
be known. To a member of the editorial staff of The 
Sunday School Times, shortly after the passage by 
Congress of the Concurrent Resolution asking for 
such a day, the folowing interviews were given. 

The two men in Congress responsible for the passage 
of the Concurrent Resolution were first souglit out. In 
the Senate it was introduced by Senator Jacob H. Gal- 
linger, of New Hampshire, the able New England physi- 
cian, whose masterful ability has made him leader of 
the Republican minority on the floor of the Senate. 








Senator Gallinger says ; 


FEEL that The Sunday School Times occupies a posi- 

tion of the greatest ponte vale, and is work ought to 
receive the co-operation, sympathy, and support of all who 
- wish to make our nation worthy of its best traditions and 
aspirations, looking to a fuller recognition of the teachings of 
the Master. 

In time of war the. Sunday-school and the church have 
great responsibilities thrust upon them. Both houses of Con- 
gress have passed a Concurrent Resolution asking the Presi- 
dent of the United States to proclaim a day of humiliation, 
prayer, and fasting, which .I trust the Chief Executive will 
promptly do. The prayers of the people are certainl 
needed in this crisis of our nation’s history, which may result 

* in turning the tide in our favor, and bringing about a condi- 
‘tion that will speedily lead to an honorable and lasting peace 
throughout the world. Let the hearts of all good people be 
expressed in fervent appeals to Almighty God to accomplish 
that much desired res 


The Democratic leader in the House of Representa- 
tives is the Hon. Claude Kitchin, of North Carolina. 
As chairman of the powerful Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, it is his duty to find the sources-of the enor- 
mous revenues for running this Government in war 
times, which in peace times do not require less than 
a billion dollars a year. But'though he is thus in a 
position to know what are our wonderful resources, 
he believes the nation must not depend upon these 
alone; and, perhaps, too, he is thinking of his stal- 
wart soldier son, whom he has given to the defense of 
his country. 


Representative Kitchin says: 


BELIEVE im a praying nation, as well as a praying man. 
| I believe, too, that God will help the praying nation, as he 
will the praying man. 

All resources in men, munitions, and money, which the 
nation summons to the terrible A a in which it is engaged, 
are vast and almost limitless. ese we must utilize to the 
utmost, but they should not be our sole reliance. We must 
recognize and feel that back of our men and guns and money 
we must have God. If we; as a-nation, forget him in this 
momentous crisis, he may not remember us. 

Therefore it was a privilege and pleasure to ask the House 
of Representatives on April | to vote unanimously, which it 
did, for op ony ee qeee = ayers. the President to 
designate a ‘or public humiliation and prayer. 

I trust wy Sr as a whole will, in t -) Pre 
resolution, “‘ observe the day with religious solemity, humbly 
and devoutly acknowledgifig our dependence on Almighty 
God, imploring his aid and protection and fervently praying 
for the safety and welfare of our cause, his blessings on our 
armies, and a speedy restoration of an honorable and lasting 
peace to the nations of the earth.” 


(Continued on the next page) 





flict, yet there is one thing that many believe is abso- 
lutely imperative to the ending of the war. That 
thing is a National Day of Humiliation and Prayer, 
on a week-day, with business suspended, and a real 
humbling of ourselves before God, with real confess- 
wees forsaking of sin. 

he speaker at the hotel table then went on .to 
tell how in the early days of the war he called upon 
Bishop Taylor-Smith, the Chaplain-General of the 
British Forces at the War Office in London, and 
urged him to bring before the King or the proper 
authorities the matter of a day of national prayer. 

As he was talking with the Chaplain-General at a 
moment before twelve o’clock, a clerk stepped: in- 
side the door and turned the key. Just at noon, 
according to a custom observed by many in. England, 
the Bishop dropped upon his knees and be an to pray 
for the nation. It was a prayer of ‘santeneinn and 
supplication such as the prophet Daniel might have 
uttered under similar circurnstances. This Chaplain- 
General cried out to God: “O God, thou didst call 
this nation back to thyself by the sinking of the 
‘Titanic,’ and they did not hear; thou didst call again 
through the loss of the ‘Empress of Ireland,’ and 
again they did not heed. Thou art calling yet more 
loudly now through this awful conflict. Lord, grant 
that the nation may speedily repent, and confess and 
forsake her sins, and turn to thee.” 

The speaker told how a second call was made upon 
Bishop Taylor-Smith in company with Mr. Charles 
M. Alexander and Mr. J.. Kennedy Maclean, Editor 
of The Life of Faith of London. The Chaplain- 
General expressed entire sympathy with the project 
of such a National Day, and declared his willingness 
to do everything possible to bring it to pass. How- 
ever, it was found that those in authority objected to 
the use of the word “Humiliation,” and called for a 
National Day of Prayer on a Sunday, instead of a 
week-day, which, of course, robbed the plan of its 
chief value and significance. 


Prayers that Have Been Answered 


A year or two later the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
in an open letter to Premier Asquith, called for a day 
of prayer upon a week-day, but it was refused on the 
ground that an extra holiday could not be spared for 
such a purpose. Day by day, however, in Great 
Britain the call for a National Day of Humiliation 
and Prayer on a week-day is growing louder and 
more insistent, while the world is increasingly be- 
ing devastated by the carnage of war. During the 
past one hundred years, at two great crises of 
British history, the Crimean War and the Indian 
Mutiny, such National Days of Humiliation and 
Prayer on a week-day were proclaimed in Great 
Britain by Act of Parliament. In each case the re- 
sult was victory and deliverance. 

It is peculiarly significant that a year ago the 
leaders of-a score of religious organizations in Great 
Britain, while awaiting the calling of such a special 


‘day by government sanction, called upon the Chris- 


tian people of the British Isles to observe Good 
Friday of last year in this manner.’ During that day, 
and on the Saturday and Sunday following, godly 
people in Great Britain prostrated themselves be- 
fore God, and cried mightily to him. The result 
was the securing within a few days of what was 
probably the greatest British victory of the year. 
It is also peculiarly significant that very shortly 
afterwards America entered the world conflict, and 
thus turned the scales for the Allied Cause. 

The greatest need of the hour in America is the 
calling of a National Day of Humiliation and Prayer 
on a week-day, which will be observed in sincerity and 
in truth throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, and which will be a testimony to all the world 
that America trusts not in “men, money, and muni- 
tions,” nor in “ships,” nor in “food,” to win the war, 
but as even our coinage declares, “In God We Trust.” 
“That all the earth may know that there is a God... 
that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear; for 
the battle is the Lord’s” (1 Sam. 17: 46, 47). 

Has not God begun to hear the 1 ayers that have 
already been offered? Was not the Concurrent 
Resolution of Congress of April 1, 1918, reprinted in 
the leading editorial in this issue, part of the an- 
swer? Will the people of God not continue to pray 
that President Wilson when he acts upon the Reso- 
lution will set aside a week-day; that he will, if 
the way is clear, suggest to the Allies the appoint- 
ment of a similar day. 

“IF MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, 
SHALL HUMBLE THEMSELVES, AND PRAY, AND SEEK MY 
FACE, AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS; THEN 
WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL FORGIVE THEIR 
SIN, AND WILL HEAL THEIR LAND” (2 Chron. 7: 14). 
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the man or woman that talks to his nation about 

sin. I might walk out a thousand times and 
give my life, but no man can have more patriotism 
than to stand in a pulpit and plead with the Ameri- 
can people to go before God and stop sin and put it 
away, and you will find out that if the nation will 
do so God will begin to work. No greater work 
can be done for any people than to talk to them about 
sin and the Christ who puts out sin. Our nation has 
always known this trath and our constitution is made 
with this truth in view. A man’s conscience is after 
all the highest power in the United States. It takes a 
great conscience to make a great constitution. 

Thank God men come over seas from other coun- 
tries and come under the blessed Stars and Stripes 
and find liberty of conscience. Oh, how we love that 
old flag that stands for iberty of conscience, liberty 
of speech, and liberty of men to pursue their busi- 
ness and to find their God as their souls seek after 
him. No people on earth have the inheritance that 
the American people have under thit starry banner. 
Under the Stars and Stripes it is the marvelous privi- 
lege of men to follow the dictates of conscience. 
The government is safe when men have a right con- 
science about sin. 

You can thank God that conscience has such a 
high place in this “land of the free and home of 
the brave,” and that what God has had to say has 
borne great weight. The greatest crises we have ever 
had in this country have been settled by the direct 
hand of God and so acknowledged by the Govern- 
ment, and I will prove it to you. God has heard 
prayer, and we have acknowledged it from the high- 
est seat of authority in this country; clear confession 
of sin at the crisis hour made it possible for God to 
bring us to the place where we are to-night. 

I want to say I will shed for this country myself every 
drop of blood in my veins and give to it all the time 
and prayer and effort that God may give to me. 
There doesn’t live a man in the city of Chicago 
that loves the old flag that waves over this coun- 
try more than the heart that beats in this bosom. 
But I say to you, my friends, I am too high a patriot 
to-day not to sound out the alarm God wants me to 
sound out and tell Christian people what they ought 
to do. The highest patriots a country can have are 
the men and women who try to get their country 
into the right relation to God Almighty, through 
humiliation, confession of sin, and prayer. 


Shall We Put God to the Test? 


Now let us go to some of the crisis hours that 
have come in the history of this great country, and 
see that some of the greatest things that have been 
done in this country have been done by men who be- 
lieved in the power of prayer, and believed that God 
would take a hand in Governmental things; and so I 
want to stand in my pulpit and cry to my nation that 
I love and ask that nation to go in prayer to God 
and see what God will do for a humble, sin-confess- 
ing nation. If to-day America would put God to the 
test and drop on its face as a people in fasting and 
prayer, God would stop the war so quickly we would 
be stunned at the silence. 
there is no way. God would do it. He has done it 
before. I want to show you from the pages of his- 
tory that God Almighty has done it. 

The facts referred to are on the pages of history, 
and you can go and get them and see for yourself. 
I love United States history, and love to go into 
the story of the Civil War; but not until lately did 
God bring my eyes to see the great thing on which 
that war hinged. I used to say, “Why did the Con- 
federacy fail? Why was it that the great Lee had to 
hand over his sword?” Everything seemed in_his 
hands’ reach at one time. And many historians ask 
that question. Why did the Union persist, and why 
was it held up when it looked as if she was all gone? 
You know it was so far conceded that the Confeder- 
acy had won, that other nations were throwing 
themselves and their influence with the Confederacy, 
and that poor sallow-faced man with the wrinkled 
brow standing in the White House felt the darkness, 
and surely you will admit that previous to Gettysburg 
it was awfully dark for the Union. 

I never felt what those burdens are that come 
upon a President as I have lately. When I think of 
Mr. Wilson standing hour after hour, week after 
week, month after month, being called every vile 
name men could think of, all because he wanted to 
keep this country out of war! What a fight that 
man has put up. 

Oh, we ought to pray for our executives. We 
ought to pray for every official. It is a great big 
opportunity, and God pity you if you fail in it. Oh, 


Tem cannot be a greater patriot on earth than 


He makes a way where - 


this page ? He preached this sermon in the Moody 

T: le in on April 29, 1917, and it 

was published in Good News, the weekly organ 

of that church, in its issue of May 5, 1917. In 

condensed and adapted form, it is here reproduced. 

Does it not ring out into the world’s dark hour like 
a fire bell in the night ? 








what the Christians ought to do before the throne 
of God in this crisis hour! 

Thitty-nine days from the inauguration of Lin- 
coln as President, Fort Sumter was fired on. In 
July the war was really on in earnest. By the end 
of August the wail of sorrow was all abroad—we 
had suffered the severe defeat of the first Bull Run, 
on July 21, 1861. The summer of 1862 saw that his- 
tory of defeat repeat itself in the second battle of 
Bull Run, August, 1862. The brief summer weeks 
ended with 14,500 killed, wounded, or missing, with 








What Our National Leaders Say 
to The Sunday School Times 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


Christian people before now have had occasion to be 
grateful for the stand taken by the Secretary of the 
Navy, Mr. Daniels; and his present word té The Sun- 
day School Times goes to the heart of the matter: 


The Secretary of the Navy says: 


FROM the besivaine ings of our Government our country 
has proclaimed its faith in God. He has given it a 
great history of usefulness to mankind. Recognizing that this 
war may be one way in which is purging out the dross 
from our national character, it is most fitting that 

and the President should set aside a Day of National Hu- 
miliation and Prayer. We must observe that day in the 
init of Admiral » when, after the battle of Manila 
ay, he said to his assembled ship commanders aboard his 
flagship, “ Gentlemen, a higher power than we has won this 
battle to-day.” 


Visitors to the big men’s Bible class in the Sunday- 
school of one of the Washington churches sometimes 
have the pleasure of hearing the lesson taught by the 
Assistant Attorney-General of the United States, the 
Hon. Wm, L. Frierson. When visited in his office in 
the new Department of Justice, he gave this message: 

The Assistant Attorney-General says: 
action of Congress resulting in a day of humiliation 
and prayer for the success of our arms in this great world 
struggle is most fitting. This has been'the burden of countless 
prayers during the past year. Now, asa nation, we may 
ablicly acknowledge our upon and our 
ith im the righteousness of our cause. | am sure that.a patni- 
otic and Christian will respond to this call as they have 
responded to every other call of the Government and unite 
in whole-heartedly joining in one appeal to the great throne 

of justice and mercy. 

The recent House Committee that investigated “the 
conduct and administration of naval affairs’ noted the 
fact that the Navy’s great business office, the Bureau 
of Supplies and Accounts, responsible for “feeding, 
clothing, and paying the entire personnel of the Navy,” 
went into the war with 128 officers and civilians. This 
number of workers soon jumped to 700, and yet this 
revolutionary increase created no confusion.. “The re- 
suit was that 300,000 men and 1,100 ships were just as 
promptly and well provided for as 55,000 men and 300 
ships had been before the war.” 

This remarkable result was possible because the 
workers in this “Bureau” had been “so constantly in- 
doctrinated with the Paymaster-General’s policy of 
doing everything with a view of preparing for any 
eventuality, that it needed only augmentation to 
handle smoothly the vast increase.” The Paymaster- 
General is Rear-Admiral Samuel McGowan, a Chris- 
tian naval officer who, incidentally, is president of the 
organization in one of the Washington churches that 
looks after the spiritual and moral welfare of soldiers 
and sailors. Here is his word: 


Rear-Admiral McGowan says: 


T IS, not for an executive subordinate to presume to pass 
upon the acts of his superior, either to approve or disap- 
prove. Itis his but to obey. Were it proper under the 
circumstances for me to say anything, it would be that every 


day should be a day of fasting and prayer,—fasting by those 
(Continued on the next page) 








thousands of others leaving the ranks not to return. 
The public debt had reached an awful figure. B 
the middle of September Harper’s Ferry fell, with 
great loss in rifles, artillery, and prisoners. The next 
campaign was also disastrous, with a loss of 12,500 
Prisoners of war—not many, you say, in these days 
of awful war figures, but this, coupled with other 
losses, let a discouraging gloom settle over the homes 
of the North. The slavery question cried aloud in 
the smoke of battle, to add to the crisis. Horace 
Greeley wrote an open letter to Lincoln in the New 
York Tribune, called “The Prayer of Twenty Mil- 
lions.” Lincoln’s telegraphed answer was in part: 
“My paramount object is to save the Union and not 
either to save or to destroy slavery.” 

In September, 1863, Lincoln issued a monitory 
Proclamation of Emancipation. One hundred days 
were given for dissemination and decision. All 
slaves of the people in revolt were to be free on the 
first of the coming year. The Proclamation did not 
deal with slavery so that God could call the action 
national repentance, and come to the aid of the 
Union. . 

The State elections time came on. Treasonable 
agitators were about to bring more gloom and in- 
crease the cry against Lincoln, and criticized the ad- 
ministration. The public debt went higher. The dis- 
astrous defeats and small success of the army made 
the sky cloudy with fear. The foreign powers were 
more favorable to the Confederacy. Taxes were 
pressing. The war was talked of as a failure, which 
threw hope into the heart of the enemy and only 
increased the strain under which the administration 
was struggling. "When Lincoln was elected President 
ten states stood by him to the big majority tune of 
208,000, but now they threw back at him a majority 
36,000 the other way. We see a House and Senate 
now standing with our President, but behind Lin- 
coln’s back were these State elections, enough to 
take the heart out of him more than the blows of 
the enemy on the battlefield. Thus his policy was 
slapped from all sides. 


What the Senate Did . 


The cry of “shedding priceless blood for worthless 
niggers” had cut in deeply, and his Emancipation 
Proclamation found’ its repudiation in a blow that 
dazed Lincoln, and it must have been at such an hour 
that, seeing all the darkness about him, he sought the 
hand of God. God was dealing with the nation, 
friends, about sin. It was a dark hour, and in the 
dark hour if a nation or an individual will humble 
itself and cry'to God, God will, I say, He will find a 
way out. Another dark ¢loud was Napoleon III 
reaching out from France’ for empire, through the 
revolution-rent throne of Mexico. .Maximilian of the 
House of Hapsburg was chosen for the crown and 
ruler of an independent confederacy in America, 
violence being thus done to the Monroe Doctrine at 
a time when we were not able to fight another war 
to maintain that doctrine. 

Oh, how dark in the ranks, in the nation and 
without, and. how threatening the victory of the 
enemy. We were driven to God. Thank God for 
the little group of men in Ohio who could see God’s 
ways well enough to meet for deliberation and prayer, 
and for the company in Sparta, Ill., who adopted 
this pledge: “To labor to bring the nation to re- 
pentance toward God and to a faithful administra- 
tion of the Government, according to the principles 
of the Word of God.” 

Senator James Harlan of Iowa voiced the spirit of 
such men as these that met for prayer and deliber- 
ation, by bringing a resolution to the Senate that 
called the whole nation to prayer. I want you to 
listen to that resolution. Jesus Christ’s name, with 
His office and finished work and glorious redemptive 
powers, was brought to our Senate floor and made 
the very substance and‘ heart and core of the reso- 
lution that brought victory for the Union in that 
darkest hour of the Civil War. 


“RESOLVED, That, devoutly recognizing the su- 
preme authority and just government of Almighty 
God in all the affairs of men and of nations, and 
sincerely believing that no people, however great in 
numbers and resources or however strong in the 
justice of their cause, can prosper without His favor, 
and at the same time deploring the national offenses 
which have provoked His righteous judgment, yet en- 
couraged, in this day of trouble, by the assurances of 
His word, to seek Him for succor ACCORDING TO HIS 
APPOINTED WAY, THROUGH JESUS CuHrisTsthe Senate of 
the United States do hereby request the President of 
the United States by his proclamation to designate 
and set apart a day for National prayer and humili- 
ation, requesting all the people of the land to sus- 


















































LESSON FOR MAY 5 (Mark to : 1-31) 


pend their secular pursuits and unite in keeping the 
day in solemn communion with the Lorp oF on 
supplicating Him to enlighten the counsels and di- 
rect the policy of the rulers of the nation and to 
support all our soldiers, sailors, and marines, and 
the whole people in the firm discharge of duty, until 
the existing rebellion shall be overthrown and the 
blessings of peace restored to our bleeding country.” 


Resolved and carried by the United States Senate 
without one dissenting voice. Hallelujah! That is 
the day Jesus Christ got into the Senate on His own 
merits, in His own way; and the resolution carried. 
If you don’t believe Abraham Lincoln knew what he 
was doing, and that he was close up to the throne 
talking about these things, and knew the way to get 
God to act, listen to the words of his proclamation. 
You can read the Gettysburg address, but if you 
want a classic for taking a nation out of war, read 
this classic. May God put that on some monument 
so that our nation will know, and nations will know, 
what this man thought of the way to get God to 
operate for a nation. Oh, there are lots of nations 
praying for God to bless their armies; but there is 
nothing written like this document. The deep hu- 
miliation, confession of sin, touch at the very heart 
and core of the whole matter of getting God to act. 
Abraham Lincoln did it with his own pen. Here is 
the crisis hour in the Civil War. The nation is called 
to prayer; now watch what happens in the darkest 
hour, after men pray. Here is his proclamation: 


“WHEREAS, The Senate of the United States, 
devoutly recognizing the supreme authority and just 
government of Almighty God in all the affairs of 
men and of nations, has by a resolution requested the 
President to designate and set apart a day for Na- 
tional prayer and humiliation; and, 

“Whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of 
men to own their dependence upon the- overruling 
power of God, to confess their sins and transgres- 
sions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that 
genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon, 
and to recognize the sublime truth announced in the 
Holy Scriptures and PROVEN BY ALL History, that 
pane nations only are blessed whose God is the 

ord; 

“And, insomuch as we know that by His divine 
law nations, like individuals, are subjected“to pun- 
ishments and chastisements in this world, may we not 
justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war which 
now desolates the land may be but a punishment in- 
flicted upon us for our presumptuous sins, to the 
needful end of our’ national reformation as a whole 
people? We have been the recipients of the choicest 
bounties of Heaven; we have been preserved these 





** If the World is to be Saved ”’ 


— Watterson 





EARING that, in view of the World War, man- 

kind may be on the eve of a new descent into the 
Dark Ages, Col. Henry Watterson points out the 
only. way of escape. His message was given og 
the fiftieth Christmas anniversary of his paper, 
the Louisville Courier-Journal. This prince and 
peer of American journalists of any time, who has 
always declared that part of his mission as an editor 
is to “preach Christ and Him crucified,” goes on to 


say: 
Surely the future looks black enough, yet it holds ~ 


a hope, a single hope. One, and one power only, can 
arrest the descent and save us. That is the Christian 
religion. : 

Democracy is but a side issue. The paramount 
issue, underlying the issue of democracy, is the re- 
ligion of Christ and Him crucified; the bedrock of 
civilization; the source and resource of all that is 
worth having in the world that is, that gives promise 
in the world to come; not as an abstraction; not as a 
huddle of sects and factions; but as a mighty force 
and principle of being. The word of God, delivered 
by the gentle Nazarene upon the hillsides of Judea, 
sanctified by the cross of Calvary, has-survived every 
assault. ... 

The Kaiser boldly threw down the gage of battle— 
Infidel. Germany against the believing ~ world. 
“Kultur” against Christianity. 

If the world is to be saved from destruction,— 
physical no less than spiritual destruction,—it will be 
saved alone by the Christian religion. That elimin- 
ated leaves the earth to eternal war. For fifty years 
Germany has been organizing and laboring to sup- 
plant it with “Kultur,” the genus of Infidelity. Her 
college ‘professors have been obsessed with it. Her 
universities have secthed with it. In acclaiming 

Myself and God,” the Kaiser has put the imperial 
seal upon it. When our armies have run it to its 
lair—when they have crushed it—naught will have 
been gained unless the glorious Banner of the Cross 
is hoist—even as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness—and the misled masses of Germany are 
bade to gather about it and beneath it as sadly they 
collect the débris of their ruin for the reconstruction 
of the Fatherland. 
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many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown 
in numbers, wealth, and power as no other nation 
has ever grown. BUT WE HAVE FORGOTTEN Gop. We 
have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us 
in peace and multiplied and enriched and strength- 
ened us, and WE HAVE VAINLY IMAGINED, IN THE DE- 
CEITFULNESS OF OUR HEARTS, THAT ALL THESE BLESS- 
INGS WERE PRODUCED BY SOME SUPERIOR WISDOM AND 
VIRTUE OF OUR OWN. INTOXICATED WITH UNBROKEN 
SUCCESS WE HAVE BECOME TOO SELF-SUFFI- 
CIENT TO FEEL THE NECESSITY OF RE- 
DEEMING AND PRESERVING GRACE, TOO 
PROUD TO PRAY TO THE GOD THAT 
MADE US. 

“It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before 
the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and 
to pray for clemency and forgiveness. 

“Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, 
and fully concurring in the views of the Senate, I 
do by this my proclamation designate and set apart 
Thursday, the 30th day of April, 1863, as a day of 
national humiliation, fasting and prayer. And I do 
hereby request all the people to abstain on that day 
from their ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite 
at their several places of public worship and their 
respective homes in keeping the day holy to the Lord 
and devoted to the humble discharge of the religious 
duties proper to that solemn occasion. 

“All this being done in sincerity and truth, let us 
then rest, humbly in the hope authorized by the divine 
teachings that the united cry of the nation WILL BE 
HEARD ON HIGH AND ANSWERED with blessings no less 
than the pardon of our national sins and the restora- 
tion of our now divided and suffering country to its 
former happy condition of unity and peace. 

“In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 








What Our National Leaders Say 
to The Sunday School Times 


(Continued from preceding page) 
who have need for it, and prayer to God, in the name of his 








Son, that one hundred percent of every American's motive- 
power may be applied to the one paramount 
inning this most di ing war ; that each of us might find 


and cure the faults within himself rather than look for and 
dwell upon .errors, real or imaginary, committed by other 

mericans as patriotic and earnest as himself, and in this 
way, the only way, help to shorten the time while might 
rules till right is ready. 


Representative W. F. Stevenson, of South Carolina, is 
considered one of the coming legal lights in the House, 
though a hew member. He has been Attorney-General 
of his State, and is active as a Christian layman. 


Representative Stevenson says: 


HE fact that Congress unanimously passed this Concur- 
rent Resolution is impressive evidence of the need of such 
a day of national humiliation and fasting and prayer as is 
proposed. It is indicative of the state of mind of Congress 
at the present time—and the feeling in Congress over the 
events of the last few weeks is much sobered. I believe that 
our country will be involved to the extent of several millions 
of men before this war ends, Surely if we do not smash 
enemy's lines this summer thete will be a call for a mil- 
lion and a half more men. We say that our belief is in the 
righteousness of our cause and in our faith in God,—that we 
stand on the side of whatever is right in national affairs; if 
we really believe what we are saying about this, there never 
was a better time to implore Him for help. 


“I am myself a member of the Episcopal Church,” 
said the Hon. Henry T. Rainey, of Illinois, “and our 
church, as well as the Catholic Church, has its holy 
days; but I believe that in order to emphasize this 
forthcoming day of national humiliation and prayer it 
should not even fall upon one of the holy days of the 
church.” Mr. Rainey had stepped from the floor of 
the House, where he is one of its commanding figures; 
and, passing along the historic hallway lined with oil 
portraits of the Speakers, he had come into Mr. 
Kitchin’s committee room for the interview. He spoke 
with sympathy and great earnestness. 


Representative Rainey says: 


eRe observance of such a day of prayer is most appro- 
priate. We are boasting of our ten millions of fighting 
men between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-one. We 
= - that te of the wane devel- 

wealth. e are at we are expending more 
for war purposes in direct and indirect cost per day than any 

nation,—our total per diem expenditure is forty million 
dollars. We are boasting that we have sent more men across 
three thousand miles of ocean in five months’ time than Eng- 
land was able to send across twenty miles of ocean in six 
months’ time. But we have not commenced yet to call the 
attention of the world to the fact that we are a Christian 
nation, fighting the battle which means not enly the advance- 
ment of culture and civilization, but which means most of all 
the promotion and advancement of Christian thought and the 
Christian religion. Inthe midst of all our boasting, we should 

one day and devote that day to prayer, fasting, and 
umiliation. 
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hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 

“Done at the city of Washington, this 30th day of 
March, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the 
United States the eighty-seventh. 

“By the President, 
“ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

*Wittiam H. Sewarp, 

“Secretary of State.” 


The day of prayer came April 3oth. In a little 
more than two months the sky was flooded with 
decisive victory. By the morning of the sth of July, 
Lee was on his way in retreat to the Potomac with 
one-quarter of his whole army gone and seventeen 
miles of wagons with the wounded. The tide had 
turned. Vicksburg had fallen and there was victory 
at Gettysburg. Running like fire went the shouts of 
victory throughout the nation. Cannons, flags, and 
rockets signaled the victory. A new cry was in the 
air. The clouds had lifted. The Union was pre- 
served and the words uttered by Daniel Webster over 
thirty years before in his reply to Hayne, words that 
rang around the old Senate Chamber, now the Su- 
preme Court room, were doubly true: “Liberty and 
union, now and forever, one and inseparable.” 

What did it? Prayer, my friends, prayer. Men 
who can get the government in touch with God are 
the greatest asset to any nation. You may say, Oh, it 
was a coincidence. But you, maybe, were not there. 
Let the tall man with the deep lines in his face, who 
waded through that long night, answer as to what 
did it. His next act proves where he stands on the 
question of what brought victory. He orders now a 
time of thanksgiving to God for the nation. Not.a 
time of celebrating victory by long-winded speeches 
and telling how brave we were. No gloating over the 
enemy, and mind you, too, in his call to prayer, there 
was nothing thrown at the enemy and no argument 
to God about the justice of our cause. Now he asks 
for a day to thank God, who had given victory. The 
day of thanksgiving Lincoln fixed as August sixth in 
his proclamation, which read in part: 


“It has pleased Almighty God to hearken to the 
supplications and prayers of an afflicted people and 
to vouchsafe to the army and the navy of the United 
States victories on land and sea so signal and effec- 
tive as to furnish reasonable grounds for augmented 
confidence that the Union of these States will be 
maintained, their Constitution preserved, and their 
peace and prosperity permanently restored.” 


We are now taking our place in the greatest war 
the world has ever known: Oh, may God help us to 
go to our knees and into our closets and cry out to 
God, “Oh, God, bring this nation down in the dust 
and let God sweep in.” It is our business thus to 
a such an hour as this, and see what God 
will do. 





What God Says to His Soldiers 


“Whatsoever He saith unto you, 
DO IT.”—John 2: 5 





Reveille.—“‘Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” Eph. 5: 14 
The Roll Call.—‘I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine.” Isa. 43: 1 
“And He calleth His own sheep by name.” John 10: 3 
Attention !—“Look unto ME, and be, ye saved.” Isa. 45 : 22 


Quick March !—“I press toward the mark for the prize of the 


high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 3: 14 
Halt !—“‘Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord.” 

Exod. 14: 13 

Stand-at-Ease.—“I will give you rest.” Matt. 11 : 28 

When on Guard.—“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into 

temptation.” Mark 14: 38 


When in Camp.—“‘The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.” 

Psa. 34:7 

When Fighting.—“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 

eternal life.” 1 Tim. 6: 12 


When Wounded.—“They that wait upon the Lord shall re- 
new their strength.” Isa. 40 : 31 
“In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.” 

Isa. 30 : 15 


When a Prisoner.—“‘Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be 
not dismayed; for I am thy God.” Isa. 41 : 10 


In the Hour of Death.—“Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in ME.” John 14:1 
“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee.” - Isa. 43: 2 
“I WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE.” Heb. 13: § 


The Last Post.—‘“Watchman, what of the night?” 
Isa. 21: rf 
“I heard a voice from heaven, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord: . . . that they may rest from 
their labours.” Rev. 14: 13 


In the Grand Review.—“Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant ... enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” 

Matt. 25 : 2t 

—H. W. 


(This may be had as a leafict from the Bible House of Los Angeles, 643 8S. Olive St., 
Los Angeles, Cal,, at 40 cente a hundred coples.) 
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' Did Jesus Accept or Reject the Old Testament ? | 


“The “ old-fashioned faith” of the Christian Church holds that to Jesus the Old 
Testament was the authoritative, inspired, infallible Word of God,—His Bible, 
as it is ours. The modern Higher Criticism says that Jesus did not count the 


Old Testament authoritative,—that He came to set us free from such fetters. This 
question, with the weighty issues it involves, is here frankly debated by representa- 
tives of the two different and fundamentally opposed schools of religious belief. 





The Viewpoint of Modern Criticism 
By Professor Edgar J. Goodspeed, Ph.D. 


Note by the Editor of The Sunday School Times.— 
Professor Goodspeed is a graduate of Denison (Ohio) 
University, having studied also at Yale, the University 
of Chicago, and the University of Berlin, with degrees 
from Denison and Chicago. He was for some years 
assistant in Biblical and Patristic Greek at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, during which time he was on leave 
in Europe, Egypt, and Syria; later assistant professor, 
and since 1915 professor in that University; he is as- 
sistant director of Haskell Oriental Museum, and a 
member of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exe- 
gesis. He is author or editor of such works as Greek 
Papyri from the Cairo Museum, Ancient Sermons for 
Modern Times, Homeric Vocabularies, The Epistle to 
the Hebrews, etc., etc. . 


N The Sunday School Times of February 3, 1917, 
| certain statements were made which ought not to 
go out to the American Sunday-school public un- 
corrected, if that public is to be accurately informed. 


1. The Times says that the Old Testament was a 
“court of appeal” for Christ and his disciples. 

It would be diggcult to do Jesus’ teaching a greater 
injustice. It w@ld be truer to say that the Old 
Testament is a court from which Jesus appeals. His 
disciples did on one occasion appeal to the Jewish 
Scriptures, and he gave them one of his sternest re- 
bukes for doing so. Jesus had declared that food 
ceremonially unclean did not defile the man who ate 
it, as Leviticus said it did. They thought he could 
not mean what he had said, so they “asked of him 
the parable” (Matt. 15:15). He said to them, “Are 
ye also so devoid of understanding?” and repeated his 
statement even more explicitly. How can we in the 
face of this one passage say that Jesus regarded the 
Old Testament as a court of appeal? He clearly 
thought that even his disciples should have known 
better than so to consider it. 

Jesus’ rejection of the Mosaic law of divorce is 
just as clear and explicit. Jesus not only declares 
the provision of the Old Testament on this point 
wrong, but he seems to go so far as to say that at 
no time in the past had this particular law been 
really right, since it conflicted with the fundamental 
moral relation of man and woman: “Moses for your 
hardness of heart suffered you to put away your 
wives; but from the beginning it hath not been so” 
(Matt. 19:8). To the Christian consciousness trained 
in Jesus’ ways of viewing life it is utterly wrong 
that a man should have the right to be judge, jury, 
and witnesses in the matter of divorcing his wife. But 
that of course is only the beginning of Jesus’ ob- 
jection to the Old Testament teaching on the subject. 
It is enough here to point out what is evident to 
every attentive reader of the Gospels, that he. wholly 
repudiated the Old Testament command on this. 

On various matters, of course, Jesus condemned 
the scribal interpretation of his day. But the two 
instances above cited are not of that sort. They are 
explicit repudiations of two important statutes of 
the Old Testament itself. These are not the only in- 
stances in which Jesus departs from the Old Testa- 
ment commands; his teachings as to the Law of Re- 
taliation, fasting, and the Sabbath are also in con- 
flict with the Old~Testament statutes. But this is 
enough to show any careful reader of the Gospels 
that for Jesus the Old *Testament was the farthest 
possible from being a court of appeai. A court of 
appeal is not something from which you may take 
what you choose and reject what you choose. Jesus 
did indeed greatly esteem much that is in the Old 
Testament. While he threw aside one whole chap- 
ter of Leviticus on the one hand, on the other he 
exalted one sentence of that same book to a posi- 
tion far higher than the Old Testament gave it: 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself’ (Mark 
12:31). This Jesus put above all the ten command- 
ments except the first. This is simply another ex- 
pression of Jesus’ discriminating attitude toward the 
Old. Testament. Equally in approving and disap- 
proving, he sat in judgment on it. 

Nor are we justified in saying that in those partic- 
ulars in which Jesus did not, so far as we know, con- 
demn the Old Testament he approved it. What would 
Jesus have thought of the curious requirement ‘of 
Levirate marriage, in Deuteronomy 25: 5, that a man 
must marry his brother’s widow it she have no son? 
Certainly his followers of to-day would regard any 
effort to carry it out as monstrous. And of course 
in the great matter of whether religion is a life of 
obedience to priestly statute and observance or a life 
of filial trust in a heavenly Father, Jesus is com- 


pletely. opposed to the conception of - religion -that- 


underlies the whole legalistic portion of the Old 
Testament. 

The apostle Paul showed a like freedom from 
bondage to the Old Testament as a court of appeal. 
The conception of religion as obedience to law, which 
is the plain characteristic of the Mosaic Law, re- 
ceived its death-blow from Paul in the letters to the 
Romans and the Galatians. Like Jesus, Paul found 
many statements of religious truth in the Old Testa- 
ment and welcomed them. But not even he treated 
it as a court of appeal. Not only did he insist most 
forcibly that Gentiles who became Christians must 
not be circumcised, but on one notable occasion he 
maintainec that Jewish Christians must not observe 
the Old Testament law when to do so involved pres- 
sure upon Gentile Christians to do the same. 

Nor do any Christians to-day treat the Old Testa- 
ment as a court of appeal in practical life, no mat- 


ter what they may profess or intend to do. And it. 


is well that they do not, for to do so would be to 
abandon the example of Jesus and of Paul, and to 
fall back into a servitude from which Jesus strug- 
gled and suffered to free us. “For freedom hath 
Christ set us free” (Gal. 5:1), said Paul. 


Were New Testament Books Always Authoritative? 


2. In the same number The Sunday School Times 
took serious issue with the view that the idea of an 
authoritative list of Christian writings “put fetters 
upon the free Christian spirit which could not always 
remain”; adding, “this is said of works which the 
church has always regarded as divinely inspired and 
authoritative.” 

The Times doubtless means that the books of the 
New Testament have always been so regarded. But 
not only was there a most important and fruitful 








How This Debate Originated 


A book was published, entitled “‘ The Story of the New 
Testament,” written by a widely known scholar and Bible 
teacher, Professor -; J. Goodspeed, Ph.D., of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. The Sunday School Times reviewed 
this book ; ond Pele Goodspeed wrote in courteous pro- 
test against the positions of the review. The Editor of the 
Times asked the author, in view of the far-reaching truths 
involved in the discussion, if he would not write an article for 
publication in these columns, stating his views fully, and allow 
that article to be editorially answered. This Dr. Goodspeed 
has kindly consented to do. His article on this page clearly 
states the position of the radical, or Higher Critical, school of 
Bible interpretation. The conservative position, as held by 
The Sunday School Times, is given in the answering article 
in these pages. 

As a convenience to readers, a part of The Sunday School 
Times’ original review of Dr. Goodspeed’s book is repub- 
lished herewith, as follows: 


The Story of the New Testament (By Edgar Johnson 
Goodspeed).— . . . [The author] has niuch to say that 
is vivid, suggestive and truly valuable about the cir- 
cumstances of the various books as he regards them, 
but together with this there is a critical attitude that 
robs the New Testament of its proper authority as 
part of the Word of God. 

The author opens by saying that there was neither 
time nor need of any books while Christ was on earth, 
and still less need of authoritative books to guide men 
who felt and knew they had the Spirit of God within 
them. And yet the simple but significant fact of the 
Old Testament as a prized possession and court of 
‘appeal by Christ and his disciples seems to be quite 
overlooked. The Revelation and the Epistles of John 
are [said by the author to be] not by the Apostle, but 
by John “the Elder,” who has been well described as 
“that myth of nineteenth century scholarship.” It 
seems scarcely too much to say that this elusive (per- 
haps illusive) figure is used without adequate historic 
warrant to avoid attributing these writings to the 
Apostle. The Pastoral Epistles [the author -goes on] 
are not by Paul, but were given his name. First and 
Second Peter are not by the Apostle Peter. James is 
not by the brother of our Lord, and the fourth Gos- 
pel is not by the Apostle John, and is symbolical and 
theological rather than historical... . 

But the most serious thing of all is the statement 
that while the value of the New Testament to the 
church has been very great, the idea of an authorita- 
tive list of Christian writings “put fetters upon the 
free Christian spirit which could not always remain.” 
This is said of works that the church has always re- 
garded as divinely inspired and authoritative. “Free” 
spirit, indeed, but assuredly not “Christian,” for the 
true Christian spirit rejoices in these writings as guar- 
anteeing I*serty as distinct from license, and provid- 
ing “fetters” which, because of the presence of the 
Spirit: of God, are the secret of “perfect freedom.” 
It is impossible to accept, still less ‘to find* spiritual 
satisfaction im the view of the New Testament-here 
given. (University of Chicago -Press, Chicago, $i -net.)- 





time in the life of the church when it did not re- 
gard these books as divine and authoritative, for they 
had not been written, but even after they were writ- 
ten it was long before some of them were recognized 
by the church as divinely inspired and authoritative. 
There were, on the other hand, other books which 
some churches did regard as inspired and authorita- 
tive but which find no place in our New Testament 
to-day. Indeed our New Testament of just twenty- 
seven books does not appear anywhere definitely in 
Christian history until Athanasius’ list, of A. D. 367. 
To speak as though the twenty-seven books of our 
New Testament had always been regarded by the 
church as divinely inspired and authoritative is 
therefore very far from the facts. Later ecclesiasti- 
cism, it is true, tried to make out that this was the 
case, but it is precisely from such ecclesiasticism that 
we would now if possible save both the New Testa- 
ment and those who teach it. 

It must not be forgotten that one of the great 
ancient churches, the Syrian, never admitted the 
Revelation, Second and Third John, Second Peter, 
and Jude into its standard version, the Peshito. In 
the face of this sober fact, what is meant by the 
reference to “works that the church has always re- 
garded as divinely inspired and authoritative’? The 
Christians of Rome did not admit Hebrews into their 
New Testament until the middle of the fourth cen- 
tury. As late as A. D. 200 their New Testament con- 
tained only twenty-two books.. Tertullian did not 
think Hebrews inspired. Eusebius ‘says particularly 
(Church History 3:3:1) that Second Peter “does 


not belong to the canon.” Our New Testament was : 


not the New Testament of Clement, or of Origen, or 
of Eusebius, or of Tertullian. Their Old Testament 
was not. identical with ours, but contained books like 
Enoch, Tobit, Susannah, etc., for the inspiration of 


which men like Origen and. Tertullian, argued. as. 


earnestly as some persons now argue for the inspira- 
tion of our present-day Old and New Testament. 


These are not: opinions;'they are simple facts which : 
any one may verify by looking ‘into translations. of: 


the early Christian writers. In the face of them, is 
it right to make to our Sunday-schools public state- 
ments of fact. that a morning in any good library 
will show them-are untrue? Let any one consult, 
e. g., McGiffert’s translation of Eusebius’ Church 
History, pages 133, 134,. 155-157, 171. 

In effect, the Times tells us to accept the books of 
the Bible as inspired and authoritative because the 
church has always so regarded them. But a little 
inquiry shows that the church has not always so re- 
garded them. Is it right to teach young people to 
base their acceptance of the Bible upon a ground 
which any serious study must soon show them is 
erroneous? 


Is “John the Elder” a Myth? 


3. The plain facts of early Christianity are equally 
set at nought in the Times’ remark that John -the 
Elder “has been well described as ‘that myth of 
nineteenth century scholarship.” “It seems scarcely 
too much to say that this elusive (perhaps illusive) 
figure is used without adequate historical warrant to 
avoid attributing these writings (Revelation, and 
First, Second, and Third John) to the apostle.” 

The Times cannot be unaware that the writer of 
Second and Third John calls himself only The Elder, 
and that therefore every modern copy of the New 
Testament which entitles these letters “of John” con- 
tains by implication the name John, the Elder. 
Whoever the John of these epistles was, on the testi- 
mony of the New Testament he was at least the 
Elder. Is this a “fiction of nineteenth century 
scholarship’? Papias of Hierapolis about A. D. 140 
mentions “Aristion and the elder John, the disciples 
of the Lord.” Eusebius (Church History 3: 39: 4-7) 
quotes this from Papias and discusses it at fength, 
pointing out very explicitly that Papias mentions two 
Johns, one among the apostles, and the other, says 
Eusebius, “he distinctly calls a presbyter,” that is, 
an elder. “It is important,” he adds a little later, 
“to notice this.” These passages are among the 
most familiar and oft-quoted in all Eusebius. In 
the face of Papias and Eusebiys, what must one 
think of the statement that John the Elder is “a 
myth of nineteenth century scholarship,” conjured 
up by modern critics to avoid attributing Revelation 
and the epistles of John to John the apostle? 

The Sunday-school public is an earnest and eager 
company, able to bear the truth, and desirous of 
hearing it. It is the experience of all of ws that the 
Bible is of. incalctlable ‘value to the religious: life. 
It: will always -be so. But history will not support 
the. claim that the -church. has pa A regarded its 
+ooks as divi mspired 





and-authoritative.: To -ac 























LESSON FOR MAY § (Mark 10 : 1-31) 


cept the authoritativeness of the Bible is to prefer 
the opinion of certain writers and councils to the 
judgment of Jesus. Is it not time to give up a view 
of the Bible which makes it necessary to reject the 
plain statements of early Christian literature and 
even the most explicit utterances of Jesus himself? 

Christianity was at the outset a religion of spirit, 
not of letter. You cannot put supreme emphasis upon 
both. Jesus and Paul put it upon spirit. Where 
shall we put it? 


~ ye . 
The Answer of Conservative Scholarship 








cal viewpoint, rejects the of 

that the Old Testament just as much as the New is the in- 
and i ord of God, The Sunday School 

imes here makes answer b’ setting forth the convictions of 

those who to-day, as the nineteen Christian centuries, 

have stood unequivocally isi for the in- 


and uncom 
tegrity of the whole Bible. 
T IS not an “injustice,” but absolute truth, to say 
that the Old Testament was a “court of appeal” 
for Christ and his disciples. This can be seen 
from the following facts. 
There is no doubt that our Lord’s Old Testament 


. Was practically, if not actually, the same as ours. 


There is no doubt, also, of his full and exact 
knowledge of its contents. And there can be no doubt 
that he regarded it as of Divine authority, and as 
the final court of appeal for all questions connected 
with it. The way in which he quotes Scripture shows 
this. The titles he uses are “the scripture” (John 7: 
38); “the scriptures” (John 5:39); the “law” (John 
10: 34); “the law and the prophets” (Luke 16: 16) ; 
“the scriptures of the prophets” (Matt. 26:56); “the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms” (Luke 
24:44). Above all, his solemn and constant use of 
“It is written” clearly indicates that to the Lord 
Jesus the Old Testament was authoritative and final, 
because Divine. 

This is confirmed by his discussion of the general 
position of the Old Testament in certain passages. 
In Matthew 5:17-19 we notice the solemnity and 
emphasis of the utterance at the outset of his public 
ministry: “Think not that I came to destroy the law 


or the prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfil. ' 


For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass 
away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass-away 
from the law, till all things be accomplished. Who- 
soever therefore shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, and ‘shall teach men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall 
do and teach them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

How minute and extensive is this reference to the 
Scriptures of the Old: Covenant! They are only to 
be superseded by being fulfilled. There is to be no 
break, and certainly no destruction; only the neces- 
sary abrogation that comes from inclusion in a fuller, 
wider, and deeper law of life. The Old. Testament 
isnot discarded, but embodied and developed in the 
New. The New is “built on,” and, of course, “built 
beyond,” the Old. 

Consider, again; the emphatic reference to the 


‘Book of Psalms as “your law”; “their law” (John 


10:34 with Psa. 82:6; and John 15:25 with Psa. 
35:19; 60:4): And of this the Lord says: “The 
scripture cannot be broken.” 

No one can go through the Gospels without being 
impressed with the deep reverence of our Lord for 
the Old Testament, and with his constant use of it 
in all matters of religious thought and life. His 
question, “Have ye never read?” his assertion, “It is 
written,” his testimony, “Ye search the scriptures,” 
(R. V.) are plainly indicative of his view of the 
Divine authority of the Old Testament as we have it. 
He sets his seal to its historicity and its revelation of 
God. He supplements, but never supplants it. He 
amplifies, but never nullifies it. He fulfils—i. ¢., fills 
full—but never makes void. : 


How Jesus Used the Old Testament 


This general view is confirmed by our Lord’s de- 
tailed references to the Old Testament. Consider his 
testimonies to the persons. Abel, Noah, Abraham, 
Lot’s. wife, Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, 
Isaiah, Daniel, Jonah—all these are referred to as 
historical. . 

Then consider his testimonies to the facts of the 
old covenant; the “abbath, marriage, the flood, the 
bush, the manna, the brazen serpent, the miracles of 
Elisha. 

Note, too, his claim to the prophecies: “Moses 
wrote of me” (John 5:46); “Abraham saw my day” 
(John 8:56). Isaiah 61 he declares fulfilled at Naza- 
reth (Luke 4: 21). 

here is Scarcely a historical book, from Genesis 
to 2 Chronicles, to which our Lord does not refer; 
while it is perhaps significant that his testimony in- 
cludes references to every book of the Pentateuch, 
to Isaiah, to Joriah, to Daniel, and to miracles—the 


very parts most called in question to-day. 
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Above all, it is surely of the deepest moment that 
at a very solemn hour of his life—his temptation— 
he should use three times over as the Word of God 
the book about which there has, perhaps, been most 
controversy of all. 

In view of this position, we believe that, as Bishop 
Ellicott says (Christus Comprobator), we have a 
right to make this appeal to the testimony of Christ 
to the Old Testament. The position it occupied in 
his life and ministry is sufficient warrant for refer- 
ring to his use of it. It is well known that, so far 
bay Old Testament Canon is concerned, our highest 
authority is that of our Lord himself; and what is 
true of the Old Testament as a whole is surely true 
of those parts to which our Lord specifically re- 
ferred. 

To the same effect are the words of a well-known 
critical scholar, Sir George Adam Smith: 


The Bible of the Jews in our Lord’s time was 
practically our Old Testament. For us its supreme 
sanction is that which it received from Christ him- 
self. It was the Bible of his education and the 
Bible of his ministry. He took for granted its fun- 
damental doctrines about creation, about man, and 
about righteousness ; about God’s providence of the 
world and his purpose of grace through Israel. He 
accepted its history as the preparation for himself, 
and taught his disciples to find him in it. He used 
it to justify his mission and to illuminate the mys- 
tery of his cross. He drew from it many of the 
examples and most of the categories of his Gospel. 
He reinforced the essence of its law and restored 
many of its ideals. But, above all, he fed his own 
soul with its contents, and in the great crisis of his 
life sustained himself upon it as upon the living 
and sovereign Word of God.. These are the highest 
external proofs—if, indeed, we can call them exter- 
nal—for the abiding validity of the Old Testament 
in the life and doctrine of Christ’s Church. What 
was indispensable to the Redeemer must always be 
indispensable to the redeemed. 


In Hastings’ Bible Dictionary (Vol. III, p. 6or) 
Professor S. I. Curtis writes thus: 


Christ never repudiates its revelation and author- 
ity, but puts his emphatic seal upon the Old Testa- 
ment, saying that its Word cannot be broken and 
that not one jot or tittle of the law shall pass away 
until all shall be fulfilled. 


The truth is that in spite of Dr. Goodspeed’s asser- 
tion to the contrary, his article confuses between the 
authority of the Old Testament and its interpretation. 
Our Lord often corrected the latter, but never denied 
the former. One proof of this is seen in the very 
reference made by Dr. Goodspeed to food ceremoni- 
ally unclean. It is obvious that the matter was one of 
progressive revelation The Levitical institution is 
clear, but the disciples had formed a wrong interpre- 
tation of it, which Christ corrected without any ques- 
tion of the original authority. So also in regard to 
the law of divorce: Christ interpreted the Mosaic law, 
for a similar reason, in the light of the earlier law in 
the same Scripture. Dr. Goodspeed rightly calls this 
“the fundamental. moral relation of man and woman,” 
but it is curious that it is found in the very book and 
chapter often questioned by criticism to-day, for our 
Lord thus. appealed to the supreme authority of 
Genesis. 

Would Christ; Original Law-Giver, Deny Himself? 

Over fifty years ago, in his well-known Bampton 
Lectures on “The Progress of Doctrine in the New 
Testament,” Canon Bernard dealt with this very point 
when he said that, in the Sermon on the Mount, Christ 
“keeps in a line with the past, while he makes a clear 
step in advance. He gives not so much a new code 
as a new edition of the old one. The word of au- 
thority, ‘I say tinto you,’ is directed not to destroy, 
but to fulfil. Jt is the authority of the original Law- 
giver clearing up his own intentions and disallowing 
the perversions of men.” 

The Apostle Paul dealt in the same way with the 
Old Testament. In everything regarding obedience to 
the Mosaic law as a condition of salvation he speaks 
with strong condemnation, and yet from the very 
same Old Testament he adduces proofs of his own 
doctrine of grace (Abraham, Rom. 4), and actually 
proves his gospel from Deuteronomy 30 (Rom. 10: 
5-11). In the same way he denounces those who in- 
sisted on Gentiles becoming circumcised, because such 
a practise was alien from the true interpretation of 
the ordinance in the Old Testament. It will be seen 
from this that -Dr. Goodspeed’s reference to the 
Apostle Paul is wholly wide of the mark. 

The same is true of Dr. Goodspeed’s mention of 
Christians to-day in their relation to the Old Testa- 
ment, for to use-Paul’s. words about “freedom” to 
imply independence of the Old Testament misses the 
meaning of Christian freedom. Christians regard the 
Old Testament in its place and for its purpose as a 
true court of appeal, though they are always mindful 
of the complete revelation of the New Testament. 
Thus, to mention one point only, the doctrine of 
God, his unity, holiness, righteousness, and supreme 
power, is found in the Old Testament and is taken for 
granted by Christ and his disciples. This shows how 


impossible it is to set aside the Old Testament in the 
way Dr. Goodspeed suggests. Such a view clearly 
overlooks the great truth of progressive revelation. 
When in Hebrews it is said that there is a “disannul- 
ling of the commandment,” the word implies the 
very opposite of repudiation, for when a law is dis- 
annulled, it is repealed, but it is not repudiated. 
Then, too, Dr. Goodspeed fails to distinguish be- 
tween the progressiveness of the revelation from the 
Divine standpoint, and the deterioration of the people 
of Israel in their attitude to God. It is maintained 
that while there are no checks or set-backs in the 
Divine revelation made to Israel, there are many such 
checks in the religious history of Israel in response 
to God. It is this deterioration which our Lord de- 
plored and denounced, for on one occasion he said, 
“Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures.” So far as 
the quality of the Old Testament is concerned, the 
words of the Psalmist are as true to-day as ever: “the 
law of tthe Lord is perfect.” But in regard to its 
accomplishment, it is equally true that “the law made 
nothing perfect,” because, as Paul says, it was “a 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ” (Gal. 3:24). If 
only these two aspectS are kept in view, a perfect 
revelation together with imperfect faith, ‘perfect re- 
quirement and imperfect obedience, the true idea, 
place, and power of the Old Testament are seen. 


Does God’s Word Fetter Christians? 


2. Does it “put fetters upon the free Christian spirit” 
to acknowledge the New Testament as an inspired 
and authoritative list of Christian writings? Dr. 
Goodspeed believes it does. In its review of his 
book, The Sunday School Times pointed out that 
this reflected on books “which the church has always 
regarded as divinely inspired and authoritative.” 
And Dr. Goodspeed says that the books of the New 
Testament have not always been s@ regarded, be- 
cause at one time they had not been written, and that 
even after they were written, it was long before some 
of them were so recognized. 

On the former point, referring to the time when the 
books were not written, there is the familiar fallacy 
of confusing between the spoken and the written 
utterances of God. It is, of course, perfectly true 
that at the outset, and for a long time, there was no 
written Word of the New Covenant; but there was a 
spoken utterance, since every case of the acceptance 
of Christ was based upon a belief in the spoken Word 
of God. But to say that the Church existed before 
the New Testament is a mere truism, because it 
would be just as true to say that the Church existed 
before the Word was printed. The fundamental 
question is whether the Church was before the Word 
spoken; and this we know was not the case. 

Then, in regard to the fact that some of the books 
were not recognized for a long time as authoritative 
by the whole Church, this question is only one of the 
time taken to elicit this testimony from the whole 
Church. Westcott, in his “History of the Canon of 
the New Testament,” points out that circumstances 
necessitated a very gradual process in the fixing of 
the Canon, because the means of intercourse were 
slow and precarious. Yet the fundamental issue is 
whether Christians were right in separating particu- 
lar books from others; the mere question of the time 
it took amounts to nothing, because the essential point 
is as to the principle which led to these books being 
thus distinguished. Dr. Goodspeed does not seem to 
realize that, in the study of the history of the Canon, 
four questions must be carefully distinguished: (1) 
When was the New Testament Canon completed? 
(2) When did any one Church acquire a completed 
Canon? (3) When did the completed Canon obtain 
universal acceptance? (4) On what grounds did 
churches with incomplete New Testaments accept the 
remaining books, when these were made known to 
them? Dr. Goodspeed’s comments seem to ignore 
the first of these questions altogether, and yet this is 
the vital problem, the recognition of each book as au- 
thoritative from the moment of its issue. 

Then Dr. Goodspeed naturally refers to some books 
which were once accepted, but are now rejected. It 
is clear that any hesitation in the second century was 
due, not to uncertainty as to the principle whereby a 
book was accepted, but to the evidence for this or 
that book. As Westcott points out, when it became 
necessary to distinguish between books, the Christians 
soon showed which writings were and which were not 
apostolic; and, as he goes on tosay, the idea of form- 
ing the disputed books as a sort of secondary Canon 
is impossible, for a work like 2 Peter is either authen- 
tic or a forgery, and the same may be said of the 
other books to which Dr. Goodspeed refers. “It in- 
volves a manifest confusion of ideas to compensate 
for a deficiency of historical proof by a lower stand- 
ard of Canonicity. The extent of the divine authority 
of a book cannot be made to vary with the com- 
pleteness of the proof of its genuineness. The genu- 
ineness must be admitted before the authority can 
have any positive value, which from its nature cannot 
admit of degrees; and till the genuineness be estab- 
lished, the authority remains in abeyance.” The truth 
is that Dr. Goodspeed does not keep in mind the 
difference between difficulty of proof and deficiency 
of proof. One preposition of Euclid, it has been weil 

(Continued on page 231) 
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Christ’s Own Teachings about Divorce 


And what the Twentieth Century is forgetting By Charles R. Erdman, D.D. 





Professor of Practical Theology in 
Princeton Theological Seminary 





Cana of Galilee, and the fact that he there per- 

formed his first miracle, signified his divine 
approval of marriage and prepared the way for his 
subsequent teachings relative to this sacred institu- 
tion. There was urgent need of such teachings. The 
license and lawlessness of the Roman world were 
degrading the marriage relation, and even among the 
ews there prevailed the laxest views of divorce. It 
is true that the Jewish world was divided; some fol- 
lowed the teachings of Shammai, who held that the 
eae ground for divorce was unchastity, but the more 
popular view was that of Hillel and his disciples, 
who maintained that a man might divorce his wife 
in mere caprice and on the flimsiest excuse; for ex- 
ample, if in cooking she spoiled a dish by burning 
or careless seasoning; some rabbis even taught that 
a divorce was allowable in case a man found a 
woman he liked better than‘his wife or whom he 
thought more beautiful. 

The teachings of Christ relative to the sanctity of 
marriage and to the indissoluble character of the 
marriage bond came as a severe rebuke to the age in 
which he lived; their apparent severity was a surprise 
even to his disciples; but they withsteod the forces 
which were threatening to destroy the institution of 
marriage; and it is not too much to say that these 
teachings of Christ, and these alone, preserved this 
institution for the world. 

Never, during all the subsequent ages, has there 
been a time when there was greater need that these 
teachings should be repeated and emphasized than at 
the present day. This is true, not only because of the 
immorality and passion which at all times show 
themselves indifferent to the law of marriage, but 
because of social theories which call in question the 
validity of this law; because of civil enactments by 
which the. law is practically annulled, and because of 
the tragic war which is inducing conditions in view 
of which it is urged that the usual applications of the 
law should be suspended. Thus there are those who, 
in the interests of personal liberty, insist that mar- 
riage is a contract which involves the interests of 
merely a husband and a wife, and therefore should be 
terminated when “the parties concerned” may so de- 
sire. This theory is openly advocated by the most 
popular modern fiction, in which we are plainly told 
that love is not a passion which the mind can con- 
trol, and further that when one ceases to love his 
wife then he should be free to form another mar- 
riage relation. 

On the other extreme from these individualists, 
modern “scientific socialism” insists that the family, 
supported by the Christian law of marriage, is the 
chief obstacle in the way of attaining its goal of com- 
plete “public ownership” and an absolutely “social- 
ized state.” 

Then, too, there is Mormonism, ever extending its 
blighting influeyce, blinding the public to its real 
character, sanctifving lust, making the degradation o 
marriage the corner-stone of its immoral creed. ; 

Then further there are the divorce laws, enacted 
by some of our American commonwealths, which 
make separation and remarriage as easy as it was 
among the Jews in the time of our Lord, and which 
tend to make the institution of marriage an absurd- 
ity or an empty form. 


Unthinkable Suggestions 


Most serious of all, is an undefined but powerful 
public opinion which seems more and more willing 
to tolerate the loosest practises relative to divorce. 

All these conditions and forces have been aggra- 
vated and strengthened by the present world contin 
with its inevitable separation of husbands and wives; 
its fierce temptations, its. lowering of moral stand- 
ards, its slaughter of millions of men. The sug- 
gestions which are being made, the practises actually 
reported, even in nofhinally Christian nations, will 
not bear repetition. They only emphasize the fact 
that, in this present day, as in possibly no other, there 
is an imperative need of affirming and of following 
the teachings of Christ relative to the sacredness and 
the indissoluble character of the marriage tie. 

This teaching of our Lord is so clear, so definite, 
so exact, that surprise is often expressed at the vast 
amount which has been written to disprove or to 
distort or to modify this teaching, not merely by 
those who deny the authority of Christ but by those 
who have been acknowledged leaders in his church. 
His words are as follows: “Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, except for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery” (Matt. 19:9). There 
is of course the parallel passage in Mark (10:11, 12), 
but nothing is added to the principle, which is merely 
extended to the case of the wife who may be guilty 


Te presence of’our Lord at the wedding in 


Ambassador Gerard, in his book, “My Four Years 
in Germany,” gives an illustration of the fact that 
the loosening of the marriage tie usually follows 
prolonged or bloody wars. He shows how, after 
the Thirty Years War, 1618 to 1648, Germany’s 
population “ had fallen from twenty millions to 
four millions.” Consequent starvation resulted in 
cannibalism, he says, and then adds: “ Polygamy 
was legalized, and was a recognized institution for 
many years thereafter.” Suggestions are even 
now in the air that, because of the terrible de- 
structiveness of the present World War, the mar- 
riage tie must not bind too tightly. But “the 
loosening of the marriage tie is the premonition 
of a general landslide of social morality.” In view - 
of the times we live in, do we not need, as Dr. 
Erdman so ably contends, to heed as never before 
the teaching of Jesus on the divorce evil ? 








of divorcing her husband. So, too, in Luke (16: 18) 
we find practically the same words, but without the 
illuminating context in which the passages from 


‘Matthew and Mark are found. It is also remembered 


that in his Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:31, 32) 
our Lord gave identical instruction. However, the 
words above quoted (Matt. 19:9), taken in connec- 
tion with the narrative in which they are found 
(Matt. 19: 3-12), contain a full statement of what 
Christ taught about divorce. It is perfectly clear 
that according to the teachings of Christ marriage 
unites one man and one woman by a bond which 
nothing but death or unchastity can sever. He 
allowed but one ground for divorce, namely, adultery. 

Strange to say, not only unbelievers but practically 
the entire Church of Christ has repudiated or altered 
his teachings. The Church of Rome declares that 
divorce is allowalble on no ground; the Protestant 
church teaches that divorce is allowable on more 
grounds than one. 


Two Interpretations—Are Both Wrong? 


As to the first view, it is held by many Protestants 
and by others who have no Christian affiliations; but 
it is characteristically the Romish doctrine, which de- 
clares marriage between Christians to be a sacrament, 
and the marriage bond absolutely indissoluble. What- 
ever grounds may be advanced for such a view of 
marriage, it is plainly contrary to the teachings of 
Christ. There is only one way of escaping this con- 
clusion, and that is by denying that Matthew correctly 
records the words of our Lord. It is true that the 
“one ground” mentioned by Matthew is not men- 
tioned either by Mark or Luke, and many writers, 
quite outside of the Roman church, are insisting that 
the words in Matthew are an interpolation. It should 
be answered, however, that the manuscript authority 
is absolutely uniform in favor of the authenticity of 
these words; they were certainly written by the au- 
thor of the first Gospel. But were they not words 
of his own; did he not add to the statement of Jesus 
as recorded by Mark and Luke? Aside altogether 
from the matter of divine inspiration, which would 
surely have kept the writer from teaching error on 
sO important a point, is the improbability that Mat- 
thew would have made the same mistake twice in his 
Gospel (5:31; 19:9); and that Matthew, who was 
a personal friend of Christ and heard him speak, 
would have been less exact than Mark and Luke, 
who received their information from other lips. If 
Christ taught no ground for divorce, then Matthew 
twice contradicts Mark and Luke; if Christ taught 
one ground, then the failure of Mark and Luke to 
record this fact may be explained by saying that they 
regarded divorce on the groynd of infidelity as a 
matter of course. 

As to the common Protestant view, that divorce 
is allowable on more grounds than one, it should be 
stated that such was not the teaching of Christ. 
Whatever may be said in favor of such divorces, as 
to their wisdom or necessity, the fact is that no 
recorded word of our Lord can be construed so as to 
countenance a divorce, excepting for one cause. It 
may be questioned, as stated above, whether Christ 
allowed divorce for even one cause; but no state- 
ment of his has ever been quoted to show that he 
recognized more causes than one. The only counter- 
supposition has been that as he recognized “one 
cause,” he thereby admitted that the marriage bond 
was not indissoluble; and if there was one cause for 
divorce there might be more than one. As a matter 
of fact, however, the number of causes was exactly 
the question in mind when Christ gave his explicit 
teaching. He had just been asked whether there were 
a number of causes justifying divorce: “Is it lawful 


-aration, but.not free to marry again. 


for a man to put away his wife for every cause?” 
His reply is definite : SWieccever shall put away his 
wife, except for fornication, . . . committeth adul- 
hall we say then that the great Reformers and 
the majority of Protestants reject the authority of 
Christ when they allow divorce on the ground of 
“wilful desertion,” or of drunkenness, or cruelty, or 
neglect? By no means; for their claim is this, 
namely, that while Christ taught but one ground, he 
spoke subsequently by his Spirit, through an in- 
spired apostle, who admitted a second ground. The 
fallacy of this argument has already been indicated, 
in that Christ had been definitely asked as to the 
number of grounds; and he would have grossly de- 
ceived his hearers had he replied that there was only 
“one ground” while he knew there was another. 


Did Paul Contradict Jesus? 


However, is it true that the inspired apostle did 
teach that “wilful desertion” is a ground for divorce 
in the Scriptural sense; that is, of a separation with 
a right to remarry? The whole argument is based 
upon a single sentence. Paul is giving instruction in 
the case of mixed marriages, where one of the part- 
ners has become a Christian. He states that “If the 
unbelieving departeth, let him depart: the brother or 
the sister is not under bondage in such cases: but 
God hath called us in peace” (1 Cor. 7:15). Paul is 
not discussing “divorce” in this passage, but how to 
live when married; if it is absolutely impossible to 
live in peace, then separation is possible, but not 
divorce, for he has just insisted: “Should she depart, 
let her remain unmarried” (7:11). The entire argu- 
ment in this passage is just the opposite of the sanc- 
tion for divorce. The apostle has been insisting that 
the acceptance of. Christ should make no change in 
marriage relations, or political or social status. Each 
one was to “abide in that calling. wherein. he. was 
called.” If a pagan. wished to Poe a Christian 
partner, the Christian was free to allow such a sep- 
If Paul meant 
to teach that divorce was allowable on the mere 
ground of religious disagreement, and at the will of 
either party (“the brother or sister,” are his words) 
then his teaching as to divorce was far more lax 
than that of the Jews in the time of Christ, and he 
appears to have contradicted both the teachings of 
Christ and the laws of the Roman empire. And that 
is unthinkable. 

If it seems presumptuous to differ from so large a 
portion of the Protestant church in the interpretation 
of this verse from the pen of the apostle, it may be 
said, by way of extenuation, that the “Protestant in- 
terpretation” was never known in the church until 
hundreds of years after the death of the apostle, and 
is now discredited, not only by Rome, but by prac- 
tically the whole of the Anglican church and by 
many scholars who hold the Reformed faith. 

The objection made to the teaching of Christ, al- 
lowing divorce on but “one ground,” is, that it is too 
severe. This was the position of his disciples and 
of the Jews. The latter asked, “Why then did Moses 
command to give a bill of divorcement?” The reply 
of Christ is deeply significant: “Moses for your 
hardness of heart suffered you to put away your 
wives; but from the beginning it hath not been so.” 

Moses merely regulated an evil which: he could 
not abolish... Because of the moral backwardness and 
the imperfect spiritual culture of the Israelites, he 
could not absolutely prevent the severing of the mar- 
riage bond, but he could: and did protect the wife 
from. being the victim of mere temper, or passion, or 
caprice; he did insist that “a bill of divorcement” 
should be drawn up in some recognized legal form. 
However, as Christ taught, all these divorces were 
contrary to the primal law of marriage; this pro- 
vided for the inseparable union of one man.and one 
woman. This law Christ restored; declaring thaf 
“the two shall become one flesh.” The two are 
united by a divine law: “What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder.” 

Inevitably, in a world of sin, the strict observance. 
of such a divine law as that stated by Christ will 
work hardship to innocent parties; but their very 
sufferings will be for the common good; they are 
infinitely less than those which would result to others 
from a disregard of the law; and the civil courts 
can furnish much relief by effecting “legal separa- 
tions,” and by the punishment of the guilty, and by 
equitable provision for the innocent. Let Christians 


everywhere seek to defend the sacred institution of 
marriage, which is a bulwark of the state, the foun- 
dation of the home, and the symbol of the mystical 
union between Christ and his Church. 

Princeton, N. J. 
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Making Children’s Day Winsome 


Is your school planning a day as effective as any of these three ? 





— | 





The Garden of Loving Hearts 


(Six girls on the platform, with large hearts—black, red, 
yellow, green, blue, purple—white side out.) 


AN ALLEGORICAL story is read by an older per- 
son not on the platform. It is entitled “The 
Garden of Loving Hearts.” It begins: Have you 
seen the Lord’s Garden—where the pure in heart 
grow? Where the perfume of sweetest flowers fills 
the air, and heaven is all about you? And in all that 
garden is perfect peace. 

And then one day the seeds of evil thou hts came 
floating by on the summer breeze and fell, all un- 
seen, in this garden of loving hearts. The weeks 
went by and no one noticed the change that was 
taking place until one day they saw that ‘one heart, 
that had been pure and white, had become purple, 
because a seed of pride. had found lodgment there, 
and had grown so fast that meekness had been driven 
out. (Each girl turns heart as color is mentioned.) 

The allegory goes on to relate how a heart content 
in its snowy white gave way to the blue of discon- 
tent; a brave heart turned to the craven color of 
yellow; a helpful heart became selfish and soiled 
with the green of envy; a gentle heart flared with 
the red flame of anger; and last, the heart of love 
filled the garden with the black fumes of hate. (The 
recitation for this part of the allegory can easily be 
written by a skilful teacher.) 

What a change and what a pity! 

Can they become white again? 
of ways. Listen— 

(Girl representing Education enters, dressed in 
cap and gown, carrying books.) 

Education speaks: My children, there is only one 
cure for the ills of life—only one way to make the 
world better and light it up, and that way is educa- 
tion. Teach people the stories of history, and the 
wonders of science, and their hearts will forget to be 
selfish and become filled with grand and noble 
thoughts. 

First speaker: But somehow the rerhedy does not 
cure. The world is being filled with schoolhouses 
and colleges, and there’s hardly a boy or girl in all 
the land that cannot read and write. But hatred 
fills the world with sorrow, and envy and anger are 
not forgotten. Listen again. 

Wealth enters and speaks, dressed in yellow, and 
as she speaks drops stage money: Listen, children, 
there’s nothing that money cannot buy. It will se- 
cure for you friends and honors and the comforts of 
life. It will make temptation easier to overcome; and 
life, instead of being a constant grind, will become a 
pathway of peace. And so, be industrious and sav- 
ing, and as your treasures grow you will become bet- 
ter and happier. 

First speaker: But somehow the remedy does not 
cure. For banks grow up on every street, and selfish- 
ness grows within their shadow. And the luxuries 
of a few years ago are the common things of to-day, 
but discontent and fear and envy fill the hearts of rich 
and poor alike. Listen again. 

Pleasure enters and speaks: Children, have you 
noticed hew gaily the birds sing, and how the spring 
days are filled with bright flowers and sunshine? So 
let your hearts be filled with gladness. For pleasure 
is the thing that keeps the heart young and makes life 
happier and better. ; 

irst speaker: But somehow the remedy does not 
cure. For there are more places of amusement to-day 
than in all the history cf the world. But did. any 


The world is full 


one ever hear that a heart had been made gentler by © 


a game of chance? Or did any one ever know of a 
heart made brave and strong and generous by the 
playthings of life? But listen. 

Girl representing “Word of God” enters and speaks: 
Children, I speak for One who has been tempted in 
all things as you have been, with pride and envy and 
fear and anger and hatred and -iscontent, yet never 
surrendered. I speak for One who says: “Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow,” 
and who says to all who are weary, “Come unto me, 
and I will give you rest.” This (holding up the 
Bible) is his Word.. Has it not told you how to make 
your hearts pure again? What has it said to you? 

(As each child speaks heart turns white again.) 

Purple—Pride: “Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth.” 

Blue—Discouragement: “Fear not, neither be dis- 
couraged.” 

Red—Anger: “Let all anger be put away.” 

Green—Envy: “Love envieth not.” 

Yellow—Fear: “Love casteth out all fear.” 

Black—Hate: “Love your enemies,—do good to 
them that hate you.” 

Girl representing Word of God: Oh, yes, children, 


, 


there’s only one way to regain what the heart has 
lost—and Jesus says: “Iam the Way,” and as you fol- 
low in that Way, one by one the unlovely things will 
fade away, the noise and clamor of life will soften 
to a murmur, the clouds will vanish, and, as in a 
golden glow, the Garden of Loving Hearts become 
again pure and spotless as it was before. 

(Children form tableau while song, “Tell me the 
old, old story,” is sung.) ; 

Tableau; The children with hearts kneel while 
Education, Wealth, and Pleasure come slowly forward 
one by one and lay their offering at the feet of the 
girl representing “Word of God.”—L. A. Sadler, 
Washington, D. C. 

ve 


A Children’s Day Processional 


NE Sunday morning, several weeks before Chil- 

dren’s Day, members of the school were greeted 
by a mid-air message, of large letters cut from heavy 
cardboard, suspended in front of the main room, 
reading, “Children’s Day, June 6; attendance, 1,000; 
offering, $300.” The silent announcement was at- 
tractive and effective. 

It was decided to have a “Bluebird” day, adopting 
the bluebird as the scheme of decoration, and using 
for the program appropriate songs and poems, to- 
gether with those having a world’s missionary mes- 
sage,—for on Children’s Day our school always takes 
its annual offering for foreign missions. 

A Senior girl took charge of the decorating. 


“She procured three large sheets of pale blue water- 


color paper, costing forty-five cents. On Tuesday 
before Children’s Day the committee met to cut blue- 
birds.’ The chairman, with the help of a few Inter- 
mediate girls, tinted the tips of the wings, the breast, 
and head of each. The wings were drawn through 
a slit in the body, and a thread attached by which 
each was suspended. , 

Having all in readiness, another committee met on 
Saturday to decorate the Sunday-school room. 

Tall branches bearing spring blossoms were 
banked around the columns supporting the balcony. 
The blooms were also arranged around the balcony, 
and the railing was hidden by a mass of white 
bachelor buttons and ferns. 

A large French basket of white flowers and ferns 
was hung at each side of the great opening between 
the Sunday-school and the church rooms. 

The bluebirds were poised here and there in the 
limbs of the trees, and tied by threads at uneven 
lengths to other longer threads fastened to the sides 
of the balcony. 

Invitations had been sent to every pupil. 
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The Maister an’ the Bairns 


From Greatheart, the Boys and Girls’ Missionary 
Magazine of the United Free Church of Scotland.} 


HE Maister sat in a wee cot hoose, 
To the Jordan's waters near, 
An’ the fisher fowk crushed an crooded roon’, 
The Maister’s words to hear. 


An’ even the bairns frae the near-haun’ streets 
Were mixin’ in wi’ the thrang ; 

Laddies an’ lassies wi’ wee bare feet 
Jinkin’ the crood amang. 

An’ ane o’ the Twal’ at the Maister’s side 
Raise up and cried alood— 

“Come, come, bairns, this is nae place for you, 
Rin awa’ hame oot o’ the crood.” 


But the-Maister said, as they turned awa’, 
“* Let the wee bairns come to Me!” 

An’ he gathered them roon Him whaur He sat, 
An’ lifted ane up on His knee. 


“ Sen’na the weans awa’ frae Me, 
But rather this lesson learn— 
That nane ‘ll wir in at Heaven's yett 
That isna as pure as a bairn! " 
O Thou who watchest the ways o' men, 
Keep our feet in the heavenly airt, 
An’ bring us at last to Thy hare alune 
As pure as the bairns in he'rt.  - 
—The late W. Benzie, Missionary, Shetland. 





























Cradle Roll superintendent visited or telephoned the 
mother of each Cradle Roll member. Attractive 
cards were found for the Beginners and Primary 
children. The Junior superintendent sent to each a 
card bearing an aeroplane, which they used to mount 
on the cover of a missionary booklet entitled: “A 
Flying Trip Around the World.” Members of the 
school over thirteen were assembled in the church 
auditorium to witness the floral parade, of all the 
children of the Elementary Division. 

Each teacher had made‘a cable of heavy rope 
covered with green crepe paper, entwined with 
flowers and leaves. The pupils were arranged in 
single file, carrying the cable between them by plac- 
ing every other child on opposite sides of the rope. 
Each girl wore a wreath of flowers, and each boy 
carried a flag. Each department superintendent, 
carrying a beautiful floral basket for the offering, 
led her department. 

As the orchestra began a stirring march, the great 
sliding doors into all the departments were opened, 
and children were seen marching from all direc- 
tions to join the main line, which proceeded up the 
entire length of the long Sunday-school room, 
through the great aisles of the church, and hack into 
the Sunday-school room, where all were seated. 

When nearing the pulpit, each superintendent 
stepped aside to receive the offering. The baskets 
overflowed with tokens, and the school easily reached 
its apportionment of three hundred dollars. 

The program wag opened with a spring chofus 
from each department; the greeting and welcome 
were given by two tiny Beginners. Although a mis- 
cellaneous program, the few choice poems and songs 
had been carefully linked together with the general 
theme of God’s love for the children of all lands. 

The great day closed with a short benediction by 
the pastor, after which every head was bowed in 
silence as the orchestra softly played a few strains 
from “My Jesus, I love thee.” The school had broken 
its record, having twelve hundred and eleven present. 
—Mrs. J. L. Stacy, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Children’s Day in a Graded School 


E ALWAYS plan an attractive printed program, 

the picture of Christ with the children being the 
frontispiece. The entire day is given over to the 
Sunday-school, the school officers having charge. 

In preparation for the day the children are asked to 
bring wild flowers with which to beautify His temple. 
Singing birds are hung amid the flowers and raise 
their voicés with the children in song. Preparation for 
the day is begun months previous, the primary chil- 
dren singing their songs in the opening session of 
their department. Group recitations are typewrit- 
ten and given to the children, with a request to pa- 
rents to assist, thereby interesting them. Every child 
in the department is given some part in the exercises. 

The morning service is given to the Cradle Roll, 
Beginners and Primary Departments, the latter two 
coming in in the processional with their banners and 
flags; entering from doors ‘in the rear, they make a 
circuit of the church, returning to seats facing the 
congregation, 

Cradle Rill Exercises: One of the older girls 
holds a little wooden cradle, complete in every de- 
tail as to bed, clothes, pillow, etc., and the names of 
all the- babies joining the Cradle Roll are placed in 
the cradle, when announced by the superintendent; 
brothers and sisters are given the names to placé, 
when there are any. 

Promotion Exercises for the Primary children in- 
clude individual papers by some of the graduates, 
upon topics covered during the year. All the mem- 
bers of the graduating class have the privilege of 
writing, the best papers being selected. In the presen- 
tation of diplomas, the graduates come to the front, 
the Department Superintendent says a few words of 
commendation, and the Superintendent of the school 
presents the diplomas, with a word of congratulation. 
The annual offering.is taken by the Primary boys. 

The evening exercises are conducted by the Junior, 
Intermediate, and Senior Departments under the di- 
rection of the superintendent. All enter the church 
in the processional, the body of the church being re- 
served for them. 

Results must be lasting, surely, on the minds of 
the pupils ‘who have carefully prepared their papers, 
also upon the minds of parents, teachers, and officers 
who have directed the educational work of the school, 
as well as upon those who attend the exercises and 
realize for the first time what the work of a graded 
school means.—Charles W. Roberts, Superintendent, 
Hartford, Conn. 
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q Golden Text.—Seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness, 


LESSON 18. MAY 5. JESUS SETS NEW STANDARDS OF LIVING | ee 


Mark 10: 1-31 


and all these things shall be added unto you.—Matthew 6 : 33 


. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


PHILADELPHIA newspaper published an 

item from a certain city in the United States 

saying that the minister of a church in that city 
had resigned his pastorate because some of the officers 
of the church barred from attendance at the church 
services the children from the “House of the Good 
Shepherd” near by. Evidently there was a dispute 
over the matter, some claiming that the children 
from that institution wére coming in such numbers 
that the congregation was being crowded out of the 
church, certain members having to stand during ser- 
vice, while others said that was nonsense, the truth 
being that a few of the church-members did not like 
the children and wanted to get rid of them. It has 
a familiar sound, as we read the Gospel lesson of 
to-day, has it not? 


Our Background Material 


Our Lord was doing considerable traveling at this 
time. Have the class explain what place is meant by 
“from thence” (v. 1), and to what part of the coun- 
try he then went. Pucker’s class was shown how to 
make this geography interesting with some pins and 
a string (Mr. Rogers, 1). An outline Chart of 
Christ’s Journeyings in the hands of each member 
of the class will be a help all through these lessons 
(to be had from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, at 20 cents each). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

As we take up a lesson on sacrificing everything 
for Christ’s sake, take the opportunity for a word 
concerning the sacrifices our nation is properly ask- 
ing, from all its members,—food conservation being 
part of this. This incident may be used: “Arabs 
have a strong respect for wheat in any shape. If a 
morsel of bread falls to the ground, an Arab will 
get it up with his right hand, kiss it, touch his 
orehead with it, and place it in a recess or on a 
wall where the fowls of the air may find it; for 
they say, ‘We must not tread under foot the gift of 
God.’ I have seen this reverence exhibited con- 
stantly by all classes of people, by masters, servants, 
and even little children, Moslems and Christians.” 

Think of trying to trap Jesus!—as the Pharisees 
did. It has been said by some one that the only per- 
. son who ever successfully accomplished this was the 
Syropheenician woman! And she did it because she 
persisted in asking for that which Jesus wanted to 
give; he loves to “trapped” that way. 

What motives were back of the Pharisees’ ques- 
tion about divorce? Get the views of the class; then 
give the points made by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

That entire section on Moses and divorce (vs. 2-12) 
offers an opportunity for most illuminating and 
profitable study for senior. and adult classes. ever 
before was there greater need of people coming back 
to the words of Jesus about divorce; the teacher 
should make a careful study of Professor Erdman’s 
searching article on divorce, on page 224 in this issue, 
and make its points plain to the class. Why Moses 
had permitted. divorce under certain conditions is 
shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

A still more far-reaching question is also in. this 
section of the lesson: did Jodee accept or reject the 
Old Testament? You will find an unusual debate on 
this subject, giving the opposing views of radical and 
conservative Bible interpretation, on pages 222, 223 
in this issue. Many a class can well afford to devote 
the entire lesson to this. 

Children are to be allowed to come to Christ, be- 
cause such persons are the only ones who can come 
to Christ. If they must be shut away, then every one 
must be shut away. The kingdom of God, Jesus in- 
dignantly declared to his disciples, belongs ‘to such 
(v. 14). “Such” means the childlike. Elsewhere 
(Matt. 5:3) Jesus had said that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to the poor in spirit; and children 
of the right sort are by nature poor in spirit,—that 
is, they do not claim to have anything in themselves ; 
they are seekers, not possessors; they have a sense of 
need. The child-spirit also includes unquestioning 
faith or trust, along with a sense of need; this is 
significant in view of our Lord’s word in verse 15, 
that unless one shall receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child, he shall in no wise enter therein. The 


only way a grown person can do this is to be born. 


again, becoming through childlike faith in Christ a 


Adkitiong| Material for T: Gen. 2:09; 0: sh0g: Rusd; es: 
2-17 ; t. 5: 16-2x; Matt. 18: 1-14; Matt. 19; 16-30; Luke 


18 $ al 
Efsson Material: dA 16. 
erse 


Memor Suffer the littie children to come unto me; 
les one them not.—Mark 10 ste 
junior : How ould o 
Additional A= f xod. 20 Peay: Lev. 19: 11-18; Matt. 
22 : 34-40 
, Senior, and Adult Topic : The Cost and the Rewards 


Additional Material : See same for Teachers. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 10: 17-27] 


17 And as he was going forth 1into the way, there ran 
one to him, and. kneeled to him, and asked him, 
Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? 
none is good save one, even God. 19 Thou knowest the com- 
mandments. *Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor thy 
father and mother. 20 And he said unto him, Teacher, all 
these things have I observed from my youth. 21 And Jesus 
looking upon him loved him, and said unto him, One thing 
thou lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, 
follow me. 22 But his countenance fell at the saying, and 
he went away sorrowful: for he was one that had great 
possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his dis- 
ciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God! 24 And the disciples were amazed at 
his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto 
them, Children, how hard is it *for them that trust in 
riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for 
a camel to: go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom.of God. 26 And they were aston- 
ished exceedingly, saying *unto him, Then who can be 
saved? 27 Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is 
impossible, but not with God: for all things are possible 
with God. 


10r, on his way *Ex. xx. 12-16; Dt. v. 16-20 *Some 
ancient authorities omit for them that trust in riches, 
«Many ancient authorities read among themselves. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








child of God by the new birth, brought to pass su- 
pernaturally in him by the Holy Spirit (John 1: 12, 
eS 

set a class to give their views as to the pos- 
sessions and characteristics of the rich young ruler 
who came to Jesus (vs. 17-22). Then give the points 
suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 

Why did Jesus mention only some of the Ten Com- 
mandments to the young man? It was a most sig- 
nificant selection; as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) 
brings out, the second table of the commandments, 
or duties to men, alone was mentioned; the first 
table, or duties to God, was not made part of the test. 

Why, then, did Jesus make the test of verse 21? 
One reason why he tested the young man so severely 
is suggested by Mr: Ridgway (1). Notice that there 
were five verbs in Jesus’ final word of command to 
the young man (Mrs. Askew, 2): have the class 
find out what they were, and what they stand for 
in our Lord’s word to us. 

But the test of giving up all and following Christ 
was really but the test of the first table of the com- 
mandments,—duties to God. This young man was 
not keeping that first table. He was breaking’ the 
first commandment; he had other gods before God. 
If he had been putting God first before he had even 
met Jesus, he would gladly, eagerly have left all and 
followed Jesus. The one thing that he lacked was 
everything that is worth while—God at the very 
center of his life. 

No wonder it is hard for those in whose lives 
pg oe are ahead of God to enter into the kingdom 
° ! 


The Truth that Is Golden 


_It is_a great day for us when our worst enemy 
dies. That worst enemy is Self. The reason the 
rich young ruler could not let all his possessions 








Are you adding one verse of God’s Word every 
day to your memory-stock,—learning it “by 
heart,” so that God can remittd you of it and 
bless or deliver you -by it in a moment of sud- 
den emergency? This: has been called “wiring” 
our house, ready for the Holy Spirit to turn on 
the switch for mstant lighting. The Bible Suc- 
cess Band booklet—you can start any time—will 
tell you how. Send fifteen cents to The Sunday 
School. Times Company for a copy; or supply 
each member of your oc with one, at I2-cents 
@ copy for ten or more. 


go was because he had not let self go. Then giving 
up his possessions would have been easy. He would 
have made a wonderful exchange for them, too,— 
Jesus Christ. 

Is our worst enemy dead? We cannot kill him 
ourselves; but we can let God do so, as we yield 
utterly the mastery of our lives to Christ,—just “let 

‘o, and let God.” Mr. Howard, in “From the Plat- 
orm,” has a strong message on whole-way or half- 
way Christians. 

nd some of the Illustration Round Table inci- 
dents in this issue are wonderfully effective in giving 
the Golden Truth of unconditional surrender,—the 
first and last illustrations especially. 


Teaching Points 

Take the opportunity in a class of young people 
for a searching, impressive word concerning the 
sacredness of marriage: in the words of Jesus, “the 
two shall become one flesh: so that they are no more 
two, but one flesh” (v. 8; Gen. 2:24). Remind the 
class that this union of husband and wife as one 
person is the human type of the marvelous union 
of the believer with Christ, one person in His mysti- 
cal body (John 3:29; Eph. 5: 22-33; Rev. 19:7). 

One reason why it is hard for those who have 
riches to enter into the kingdom. of God is because 
the earthly riches look so rich that they actually 
blind us to the heavenly riches. We cannot see past 
the earthly into the heavenly. - 


The next time we hear some one saying that every 
one by nature is good, ask what Jesus meant when 
he said, “None is good save one, even God.” 


Riches may blind a poor person as well as a rich 
person. “They that are minded to be rich” (1 Tim. 
6:9) are numbered among the poor as well as the 
‘rich; for covetousness is probably just as common 
a sin of those who have nothing as of those who have 
much. 

It would be worth while distributing to every mem- 
ber of a men’s class the pamphlet “WwW 
I Stopped Getting Rich,” written: by a successful 
business man who was headed for: his million, and 


then who voluntarily << Ciageeny Missionary: . 
venue, New 


Movement, 1 Madisen 
cents). 

A person does not have to have riches in order to 
trust in riches. Both classes are mentioned, in verses 
23 and 24. 

It is impossible for the natural man, or even for 
the believer, to change his covetous attitude toward 
riches ; but it is possible for God to work the miracle- 
change when we ask God to do it, and then trust him. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What was accomplished by Jesus’ blessing those 
children and laying his hands upon them? Note the 
additional word in Matthew 19: 13. 

What did Jesus mean in challenging the word of 
the man who called him “Good Teacher”? A possi- 

_ ble meaning back of Jesus’ question is suggested by 
Mr. Rogers (2). 

Why did Jesus love this young man? (Suggestions 
are given by Mrs. Askew, 1, 3.) 

What is meant by the hundredfold now of houses 
and brethren and sisters and lands, etc. ? 

Is it wicked to be rich? Is that the reason Jesus 
asked the young man to give away his money? (This 
questiom is discussed by Mr. Rogers, 3, 4.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Review 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Faces the Cross (Mark 18 : 32-52). 


Men simply stagger at the thought of the cross of 
Christ. Christianity is not a man-made religion; no 
human being could have thought it out. We find that 
those who ‘are closest to Jesus were amazed and 
afraid when he began to tell them about it. As we 
get into these closing lessons in our Lord’s life and 
death, let us prayerfully ask God to show us the 
meaning of the cross as never before. 


Why were the disciples afraid? 


How did Jesus know all the details of his coming 
experience, as given in verses 33, 34? 

Were James and John wrong in their request? 

What. “cup” did Jesus mean, which they should 
drink? ° 

What is meant by his. words “to give his life a 
ransom for many”? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 5 (Mark te : 1-31) 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—A new section of Christ’s life com- 
mences here, the ‘ministry in Perza, which lasted 
about six months, Mark indicates our Lord’s final 
departure from Galilee (10:1) and the direction he 
took, east of Jordan. This was part of the long 
journey of which the record in Luke begins in 9: 51. 
But it included two visits ta Jerusalem, one at the 
Feast of Tabernacles in October and one at the 
Feast of Dedication in December (John 7: 10; 10: 22). 
Mark’s record of this six months’ ministry is lim- 
ited to the incidents in this chapter, 

Date.—September, A. D. 29 to March, A. D. 30. 

Mark’s Gospel.—This chapter forms one distinct 
section descriptive of Christ on his way to Jerusalem. 

Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Student’s Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Company, $1.25), pp. 
177, 179, 199-203 (read also pp. 180-198); Riddle, 
“Outline Harmony of the Gospels” (The, Sunday 
School Times Company, 25 cents), sections 86, 105- 
107 (and sections in between) ; Croscup, “Historical 
Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ” (The 
Sunday School Times, $1), sections 79, 121-123 (with 
intervening sections); Smith, “Students’ Illustrated 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sun- 
day School Times, 75 cents), Index: Perza. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Marriage—Recalling Truth (vs. 2-12). Opposition 
was soon resumed and the question about marriage 
was intended to test and ensnare Christ. Was he 
orthodox? Could not something be found on which 
to charge him before Herod? Or could he not be 
compelled to decide between the two schools among 
the Jews, the literal and the strict? Or perhaps the 
intention was to see whether he would diverge from 
Moses. When, therefore, they asked him about di- 
vorce, he replied that Moses had made a concession 
by accommodation to their state of heart, but that 
there was an earlier law which was primary and su- 
preme. Moses had “suffered” (v: 4) or permitted, 
but the original Divine requirement was a command. 
Moses had been compelled to do what he could to 
restrain and keep matters within proper limits. He 
did not encourage unlimited divorce, but strictly con- 
fined it.’ Christ, however, showed that there: was a 
higher law still (Gen. 2:24). The disciples could not 
understand ‘this, and so their Master explained that 
divorce was’ only possible for one cause (see also 
Matt. 19:9). Thus, the ordinary life of that day 
was shown to be lower than God originally intended 
it to be, There ought to be and would be no divorce 
if only men and women were as God purposed they 
should be. (1) 


Children—Rebuking Indifference (vs. 13-16). It is 
appropriate that after the subject of marriage this 
well-known incident of Christ and the children should 
be recorded. These were infants in.arms, unable to 
come themselves (Luke 18:15), and it is interesting 
to notice that, according to the Greek, in all three 
Gospels, using the masculine gender for those that 
“brought them,” the fathers as well as the mothers 
were included. It was desired that Jesus should by 
laying hands on them bless them and also pray for 
them (Matt. 19:13). It was strange for the dis- 
ciples to rebuke those that brought the children. 
Perhaps it was to save Jesus trouble on his way to 
Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). Perhaps also they believed 
that infants could not receive any benefit; that he had 
come to save men and not children. But Christ was 
indignant (v. 14) at this treatment and rebuked his 
disciples, at the same time insisting that the children 
should be permitted to come. He actually said that 
such little children already belonged to his kingdom 
(v. 14), and beside this, only with such a childlike 
disposition could adults even enter the kingdom (v. 
15). And so Christ not only prayed for them, but 
gave them his blessing, thereby showing that chil- 
an were capable of receiving spiritual benefit from 

rist. 


Young Manhood—Requiring Surrender (vs. 17-22). 
After children comes the story of this young man, 
and it is clear that he had everything except the one 
thing which Christ said he lacked: He was young 
(Matt. 19:22), a man of influence (Luke 18: 18), 
very wealthy, and best of: all was humble (v. 17), 
thoughtful (v. 17), earnest (v. 17), and moral (v. 
20). But with all these advantages there was one 
supreme thing that he lacked and needed. When he 
was reminded of the second table of the Command- 
ments, he was disappointed, because everything. was 
so familiar, He toes not seem to have contem- 
plated the idea of the first table, which teaches our 
duty to God. But even beyond this, he was lacking 
im readiness to become a disciple of Christ. Many 
people think the wealth-was the cause of: the trouble, 
but..it--was-only the occasion; fer -Christ not ‘only 
said “Sell all,” but “Come, follow me,” and this test 
was.too-great.. He was- unwilling. to" put: Christ first, 
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and this would have been possible even though he 
had been a poor man. In his case it was undoubtedly 
wealth that constituted the immediate reason, but 
there is such a thing as unwillingness to surrender 
to Christ even when we are poor. People may show 
the same spirit through sin, or pleasure, or business, 
for there are many reasons why people are unwilling 
to allow Christ to be their Lord and Master. This 
was the point at which the “good man” was not good. 
Christ will have no mental or moral reservation; he 
must be Lord of all or else he cannot be Lord at all. (2) 
Discipleship—Revealing Pride (vs. 23-31). This 
incident led Christ to remark on the difficulty of 
wealthy men entering, the Divine kingdom, because 
of their putting their possessions and position first. 
Jesus used a proverbial expression (v. 25) to describe 
what is impossible. There seems no doubt that the 
words are to be taken literally, All this puzzled the 
disciples, who, because they were mostly poor, had 
given up everything to follow Christ. They had done 
what the ruler shrank from doing, and so Peter, as 
their spokesman, asked what they were to have 
(Matt..19: 27). This was a wrong spirit, calculating 
loss and gain, but Christ graciously answered the 
question, laying stress on the motive that whatever 
is given up for him will not go without reward. In 
this life there will be a hundredfold, in the joy of 
self-sacrifice. and of doing good, in new relation- 
ships and friendships formed; and in the world to 
come there will be that eternal life which the young 
ruler wanted, life without sin or drawbacks, life in 
its highest form, and life forever (Rev. 21:3, 4). In 
the full meaning of the term, life eternal includes the 
present as well as the future, because it describes 
the quality as well as the duration of our fellowship 
with God in Christ (John 17:3). But the disciples 
are also clearly shown that, notwithstanding their 
entire surrender, it would be only too possible for 
some who had done this to be last instead of first 
(v. 31), because everything depends upon the motive 
and not the length of time of our relation and ser- 
vice to Christ. Then, as a further application of this 
solemn truth, Christ told the disciples the story of 
the parable of the laborers in the vineyard (Matt. 
20: 1-16). 
II. Additional Material for Teachers 


/Genesis I: 27; Genesis 2: 18-25; Exodus 20: 2-17; 
Deuteronomy 5: 16-21; Matthew 18: 1-14; Matthew 
19: 16-30; Luke 18: 15-29. 

1. Genesis 1:27. The original record telling of 
God making both male and female in his own 
image (Mark 10:6). ° 

2. Genesis 2: 18-25, The primal circumstances of 
human life before the Fall. Notice the various as- 
pects of true development in 8-25: (1) home (vs. 
8-14); (2) work (v. 15); (3) moral probation (vs. 
16, 17); (4) authority (vs. 18-20); (5) companion- 
ship (vs. 21-25). Thus, we have all four essential 
elements of life: (1) physical; (2) intellectual; (3) 
moral; (4) social, Note Christ’s similar fourfold 
development (Luke 2: 52). 

3. Exodus 20: 2-17. The record of the Ten Com- 
mandments. The proper division is five and five, not 
four and six. (1) The first five deal with God, and 
with gur parents who stand in relation to God to us. 
(2) The second five refer to our relation to others. 
Notice how the Commandments both begin and end 
with thoughts. If we take care of the thoughts, our 
words and deeds will necessarily be right. 

Ill. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: The Cost 
and the Rewards of Christian Service. (Additional 
Material: See same for teachers). 

1. The Call, Discipleship necessarily involves duty, 
for every one who belongs to Christ is~expected: to 
work. Christ used a parable to this effect when he 
said, “Son, go work to-day in my vineyard”: (1) the 
position, “son”; (2) the command, “go”; (3) the 
service, “work”; (4) the time, “to-day.” The New 
Testament is clear that all who belong to Christ 
should serve him. Every Epistle proves this (1 Thess. 
1:8), while Acts with its record of thirty years 
shows that service is an essential part of Christianity. 
It is impossible to contemplate a New Testament 
Christian who does not work for God. This must 
be specially emphasized. 

2. The Condition. The disciples rightly remarked 
that they had “left all” to follow Christ, and this is 
always the one condition. There must be whole- 
hearted surrender. No one who serves Christ must 
become entangled with anything else (2 Tim. 2:4). 

3. The Crown. When Peter asked, “What shall we 
have?” though his motive was wrong, there are un- 
doubted results in the present and in the future from 
serving Christ, In the present there is the “hundred- 
fold,” showing that Christ is not content with any 
niggardly recognition of his people here and now, 
while in the future life there will be glories and re- 
wards beyond present conception (Matt. 19: 28). 
But perhaps the most important reward of all will be 
the opportunities for fresh service. In the parables 
of the talents (Matt. 25) and the pounds (Luke 109) 
the faithful servants were rewarded with wider op- 
portunities, and so. hereafter we shall “serve him<day 
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and night in his temple” (Rev. 7:15), even though 
we shall also “rest from labors” (Rev. 14:13). Work 
will be rest, because of the absence of sim; sorrow, 
and suffering. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text is a definite reminder of the new 
standards of life required by Christ. Each section 
of the lesson will be seen to imply “first things first.” 


1. In Relation to God. “First his kingdom” (Matt. 
6:33); “first be reconciled” (Matt, 5:24); “first that 
which is within” (Matt. 23:26). This shows the 
importance of “in the beginning God” (Gen. 1:1). 

2. In Relation to Others. “First the beam out of 
thine own eye” (Matt. 7:5); “first show piety at 
home” (1 Tim. 5:4); “first count the cost” (Luke 
14: 28, 31). 

3. In Relation to Self. “First gave their own selves 
to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5). This is the supreme re- 
quirement, because “the wisdom from above is first 
pure” (James 3:17). 

If it be asked how all this is possible, the answer 
is because God himself puts “first things first.” “We 
love, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19), and 
when we allow his life to enter into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5), then we understand 
what life is and obtain the fulness of Joy, Observe 
the order of all this joy: J, Jesus; O, Others; Y, 
Yourself, 


V.. Leading Questions 


How does verse 5 show the relation between the 
Commandments before and at the time of Moses? 
What is the meaning of “hardness of heart’? 

Compare verses 11 and 12 with Matthew 5: 32, 
19:9 and explain the difference. 

Why did the disciples rebuke those who brought 
the children? 


What is the meaning of verse 14 in the light of the 
immediate circumstances? 

What does the New Testament teach about the re- 
lation of unconscious childhood to Christ? 


What was the meaning and effect of Christ “bless- 
ing” the children? 


What did the young man probably understand by 
“eternal life’? What is its real meaning? 


What was the one thing the young man lacked? 


; Were his riches the cause or the occasion of his re- 
jection? If the latter, what was the cause? 

What was the spirit shown by the disciples in 
verse 28? 


Wyc irre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HERE is a dispensational rather than prophetical 

background to this lesson. “What did Moses 
command you?” (v. 3.) And the discussion goes on 
and is thrown back upon creation truth rather than 
the truth of the law (vs. 6-9). And not only so, but 
care is taken to maintain the law in its true place 
and ministry. “For the hardness of your heart” 
(v. 5). The law was neither the first nor the last 
Divine thought. It was an intermediate discipline. 
And this is Paul’s doctrine, though he goes back of 
the law only so far as Abraham. “The law, which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot dis- 
annul” the older covenant. “Wherefore then serveth 
the law? It was added because of transgressions” 
(i, e., “because of the hardness of your hearts”)— 
for how long? “till the Seed should come.” “The law 
was our schoolmaster ([lit. ‘child-leader’] unto 
Christ” (Gal. 3: 17, 19, 24). And Christ, having come, 
becomes at once the seat of authority. “It has been 
said unto you,” “but I say unto you.” 

And in verses 17=22 our Lord uses the law in its 
right ministry of condemnation (Rem. 7:7-10; 2 
Cor. 3:9). And Jesus used for that purpose the 
great fundamental commandments touching right- 
eousness, but not one ritual or ceremonial command- 
ment—not even the Sabbath! 

And again, in the comment on riches he comes upon 
new ground, for temporal prosperity under law was 
a very token of Divine favor (Deut. 28: 1-12). 

And this is but another way of saying that the 
Bible is the record of a progressive dealing of God 
with humanity. Things hold “until,” and “unto.” 
“The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). “Yea, though 
we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence- 
forth know we him so no more” (2 Cor. 5: 16). 


Dovciaston, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 
we 


Every little while some one tells of a new way. in 
which Mr. Howard’s “A Prayer Before the Lesson” 
is used... Would you like .a little book of these 
prayers? The Sunday School Times Company has 
published one volume-of them at 50 cents. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit ihustrations without ‘first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of accept than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Peace Terms.—One thing thou lack- 
est: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to the pow, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come, follow 
me (v. 21). When the Civil War was 
raging, some commissioners from the 
Southern Confederacy sought an inter- 
view with President ) Fone n to sue for 
peace. They met in the cabin of one of 
the river steamers, and stated their case. 
They reminded the President, who was 
known to be one of the most humane of 
men, of the fearful sufferings which the 
war was then entailing, and w6uld, if 
persevered in, still entail upon thou- 
sands of desolate hearts and homes 
throughout the land. Unrolling the map 
they pointed first to this and then to 
that concession of territory or frontier 
boundaries which they were prepared to 
make, if the North would allow the re- 
tention of the remainder. The Presi- 
dent waited in silence till their appeal 
was finished, and then, bringing his out- 
stretched hand down upon the map, he 
replied, sadly but unhesitatingly: “Gen- 
tlemen, this Government must am all.” 
Just such a claim does God make still, 
whatever the cost of prejudice, of self- 
will, of darling sin, of secret compro- 
mise. His Government must have all.— 
From the Sunday at Home. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. The prize for 
this week-is awarded to this illustration. 


The Turned Back.—For he was one 
that had great possessions (v. 22). G. 
F.. Watts’ famous. picture illustrating 
“For he had great possessions” is fa- 
miliar to every one. The artist gave 
this account of the rich young ruler: 
“Tam doinga man’s back—little else but 
his back—to explain ‘He went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.’ 
Fancy a man turning his back on Christ 
rather than give away his goods! They 
say his back looks sorry. I don’t know, 
It is what I meant his back to express.” 
—From The Quiver. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


Prayer Needed.—How hard is it for 
them that trust in riches to enter into 
the kingdom of God! (v. 24.) A note 
was found by a minister upon his pul- 
pit one morning which read: “The 
prayers of this congregation are re- 
quested for a man who is growing 
rich.” The prayers of congregations 
are always needed for those who are 
growing into riches, leisure, culture, op- 
portunity for travel, or _ intellectual 
brilliancy.—From “Loyalty,” by J. G. K. 
McClure. Sent by S. Edwards, Platts- 
ville, Ont., Can. 


Meadow or Lawn?—With persecu- 
tions (v. 30). Lawns we wish to keep 
in the best condition are frequently 
mown; the grass has scarcely any re- 
spite from the scythe. Out in the 
meadows there is no such repeated cut- 
ting; once or twice a year serves for 
them. Even so, the nearer we are to 
God, and the more regard He has for 
us, the oftener and the sharper will He 
afflict us—From C. H. Spurgeon. Sent 
by W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. 


Learning to Spell.—Secék ye first his 
kingdom, . . . and all these things shall 
be added (Golden Text). I like the re- 
ligion of the old colored woman in the 
South, who went to school just after the 
Civil War, at the age of sixty. She was 
used to big things like plows and hoes 
and pots, but little things like letters 
and words she found it difmcult to man- 
age. So she came to the teacher one 
day and said: “Missus, I wish you 
would teach me to- spell Jesus first.” 
The teacher replied: “Why is it, Auntie, 
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that you want to spell Jesus first?” 
“Because,” she answered, “I feel if I 
could spell Jesus, all the rest would 
come easy.”—From “The Serial Bible 
Course,” by Leon Tucker, Editor. Sent 
by Louis S. Bauman, Long Beach, Cal. 


The Choice.—Seck ye first his king- 
dom, and his righteousness (Golden 
Text). The man who turns his back 
on Christ and heaven for the devil and 
hell is like a humming bird leaving a 
flower for a swill barrel_—From a ser- 
mon by Billy Sunday, in the Syracuse 
Post-Standard. Sent by J. Hart, 
DD., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


- ve 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Thrill of It.—What shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life? (v. 17.) 
Have you ever sat upon the porch on 
an afternoon and, watching the postman 
coming down the street, wondered how 
it would feel if he should hand you a 
big legal envelope from lawyers out 
west (or somewhere) advising you that 
a rich old forgotten uncle had died and 
left you a fortune? But, alas, all your 
queer wandering-away bachelor uncles 
are plain stay-at-home big-family aunts! 
If you can never have the thrill of that 
unexpected inheritance, there is another 
far beyond stocks and bonds, lands and 
properties. Eternal Life, and for you. 
What is wealth to life! Ask the man 
dying amid his millions. “My kingdom 
for an inch of time,” cries the dying 
queen. In our boyhood days we sat up 
half the night reading the ten-cent 
thriller and following our hero in the 
cave filled with jewels and perishing for 
food and water. The old dime novel 
taught us that life was before wealth. 
And what is this bread and water life 
of threescore and ten compared with 
the life that goes on forever! A life we 
get entirely by grace. A life that is left 
to us because we too, as well as this 
rich young ruler, are in the Abraham 
family line. A family line however 
which we get into through Jesus Christ 
and by adoption. Mrs. Helen Gould Shep- 
herd, say the papers, has just legally 
adopted another little fellow. It will 
be just as good for the little shaver as 
though he had been born in the family 
(Gal. 3:26, 29; Rev. 21:7). 





The “Square Thing” Fellow.—Thou 
knowest the commandments (v. 10). 
Yes, indeed, guess he did know them. 
Kept them, too. Some one calls-attention 
to the fact that the painter of the great 
picture, “The Rich Young Ruler,” has 
made the hand that is nearest the heart 
as if beginning to close. While know- 
ing the commandments and being fairly 
successful in keeping them does not in 
the least save anybody, it certainly does 
put a splendid hall-mark upon a young 
man. Such are not far from the king- 
dom—and the hardest to get across the 
frontier. Billy Sunday will tell you the 
hardest place to preach in is the com- 
mandment-keeping mansion, and _ the 
easiest is the commandment-breaking 
jail. When one of these commandment- 

eeping fellows is met, one of the 
“square living” ones, call his attention 
to this sample of the species. Notwith- 
standing that Jesus loved him, and that 
his standing was i in town, yet 
HE WENT AWAY. e missed Eternal 
Life. The one Real Thing in the uni- 
verse. We inherit because we belong 
(Rom. 6:23; Luke 9:25). 


In the Testing Laboratory. — Jesus 
looking upon him loved him, and said 
... go, sell whatsoever thou hast... 
and ,.. follow me (v. 21), This surely 
was some test to put upon a lovable 
young man. Because he really loved him 
is why Jesus so stiffly tested him. Down 
in the mills they only test the high-grade 
steel for boilers and bridges. Any old 
thing goes into “tank.” The “boss” puts 
his heaviest pull on the feltow he likes 
best, As Dr. Stearns used to say, “I’ve 
had three trials before breakfast; praise 
the Lord, how he must love me!” Does 
God test men as severely nowadays? 
Surely. Otherwise where would you 
splendid men come from? TI heard 
Dr. F. B. Meyer one time at North- 
field put it this way: “If my daugh- 
ter should come to me.and say, ‘Father, 
I want you to order my life for me 
in every particular, what would I do? 
Find. out what things she disliked 
most and give her those? Would 
order red dresses when she liked blue? 
Would. I say play croquet when she 
liked tennis? Would I say eat pickles 
when she loved sweets? Not a bit of it. 
I would take extra pains to find out the 
most pleasing things, that would make 
her happy, and give her those.” Do you 
not suppose if you surrender your life 
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The class will readily note that 
& minus quantity cannot be 
changed into a plus quantity un- 
Jess it passes THROUGH ZERO. 
(For example, the thermometer.) 


Each of us comes into the world 
on the minus side of zero (John 
3:6,7; Rom.5: 12; Eph. 2: 2, 
etc.), and the symbol of our lives 
is aptly the horizontal line (—). 
We need the upward vertical 
stroke (++), but that is found only 
at the cross at ZERO. So the™ 
passage through the needle’s eye 
is not a hard matter to achieve— 
at zero. 


~Let the mathematics professor demonstrate the lesson forus. 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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to your Heavenly Father of infinite love 
he will be as careful of his child as any 
earthly father? Do this and see if your 


life is not one long picnic (1 Tim. 6: 17; 


Eccles. 5+18-20). (1) 
Real Wealth.—He was one that had 


great possessions (v, 22). Most of us 
would not object to having great pos- 
sessions. How much and what must one 


own to have great possessions? Now, 
just what would put you in the “rich 
yous ruler” class? Up in our neigh- 

ring county of Lancaster when one of 
our good industrious broad-brim farmers 
owns two or three fine farms with big 
double-decker barns he is considered to 
have great possessions. But ~ Lord 
Somethingorother over in Europe would 
think he was a beggar if he owned no 
more land that that. When a man is 
rich depends entirely upon the man. I 
was with one of these Amish Lancaster 
county farmers the other day who has 
ten children, a fine farm (“bought from 
pap”) and an industrious mortgage. He 
said he was “one of the poor ones.” £ 
offered him, for the oldest girl of about 
song “the one that has the round rosy 
face, bright eyes, red lips, and wears the 
little white cap” (I never saw her—was 
just guessing) fifty thousand dollars 
cash. “What would you do with her,” 
he asked. “Sell her for one hundred 
thousand, what she is worth,” I. re- 
plied. “Will you sell? You have lots 
more coming on. Come on, old fellow, 
it’s a bargain!” My Amish farmer 
friend’s face lighted up, “My goodness, 


do you know I never thought of it that - 


away before yet a ready,” he said with 
broad Lancaster County grin. Yes, in- 
deed, that man is indeed rich who is the 
father of a big family of properly 
raised boys and girls, though he may 
have no other income now than the 
weekly envelope or monthly check (Psa. 
197: 9-53 11232, 3). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We so greatly 
need thy correcting touch, O Christ, and we 
have so often refused to give up our empti- 
ness for thy fulness! Forgive our sin in 
this, and may we be willing and eager to 
have our lives shaped by thy own standards 
of righteousness and service. Thou has been 
merciful to us in our unwisdom and foolish- 
ness. Clear our lives, we pray thee, of all 
their rubbish, and may we walk in thy ways 
in the joy of the freedom that is in thee. In 
thy name, Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the. Lesson.—The law of the 
world is to get; the law of Christ is 
to give. You can tell pretty well under 
which law you and I are living. If we 
spend our best in.trying to get, and to 
get -what God does not count the best 
for us, we are going to miss some of 
the greatest blessings that he had in 
store for us. Did you ever notice how 
heartily a crowd of young people will 
sing “Anywhere with Jesus”? It’s a 
stirring hymn, too, and when you sing 
it you really feel that you would go 
anywhere with him, But haven’t you 
heard folks say, “Yes, I want to do 
what Jesus would like to have me do, 
but I just can’t give up that one thing”? 
Jesus doesn’t ask us to follow him half 
way, but if we are going to live the life 
that he offers it must be on his own 
terms, We must want only what he 
wants, and we must be ready to pour 
out for others all that he brings into 
our life, just as he may wish. Does this 
mean a new standard of living for any 
of us? Does it mean a change in your 
life and mine? Do we ever look sorrow- 
ful and shake the head, and turn away 
when Jesus asks us to do. something 
that we are not quite willing to do? 
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Does that question set any of. us 
thinking—and praying? Let us all pray 
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LESSON FOR MAY 5 (Mark 1o : 1-31) 


silently for a moment, and then our 
pastor will lead us in prayer. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Take my life and let it be.” 


“Am I a soldier of the cross.” 

“ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” 

“Go and tell unto all the Gospel story.” 
“Not far, not far from the Kingdom.” 
“ My faith looks up to Thee.’ 

“Take the name of Jesus with you.” 

“ Follow me, the Master said.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 1 : 1-6 (1 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 17-32 (240 : 1-4). 
Psalm 139 : 1-14 (281 : 1-4). 
Psalm 49 : 6-20 (112: 1-3). 
Psalm 9: 1-20 (18 : 1-3). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TeEAcHING.—Jesus loves all 
the children. 


Notes—The International Sunday 
School Association has suggested that 
May 5-12 be observed as “Continent- 
Wide Children’s Week” to supplement 
the national movement for Child Wel- 
fare. The purpose is to encourage pa- 
rents and teachers to work together for 
religious atmosphere and training in the 
home, plus religious teaching and train- 
ing in the Sunday-school. A clean heart 
and a right spirit are needed within the 
sound body with its trained mind. 

It seems opportune that the Primary 
lesson for May 5 is Jesus and the Chil- 
dren, and that Sunday, May 12, is gen- 
erally observed as Mothers’ Day. “The 
Responsibility of’ Teachers—and Pa- 
rents” might well be emphasized by 
pastors on these two Sundays. 

As temperance was emphasized last 
Sunday it seems wise to concentrate to- 
day’s teaching upon Jesus and the Chil- 
dren, a story which young children 
should hear at least once a year. 

good picture of Christ Blessing 
Little Children should be permanently 
on the wall of every Primary room. 
For to-day place it where even the 
youngest child may touch it. Provide a 
small one as a souvenir for each child. 

Another picture, “The Hope of the 
World,” deserves a permanent place in 
every Primary room. It shows Jesus 
surrounded by children of different 
continents. (Wm. H. Dietz, 20 East 
Randolph St. Chicago.) One aim of 
Children’s Week is to arouse interest in 
other children near and far, away, and 
to secure new members for the Sunday- 
school. Improve this missionary oppor- 
tunity. 

Review and Introduction-—We wish 
that. we knew the name of the little 
child whom Jesus took in his arms and 
set in the midst of his disciples, while 
he taught them that those who serve 
others are greatest in his kingdom. Per- 
haps he was Peter’s little boy, as Jesus 
often visited that home in Capernaum. 
Jesus said that whoever gives a cup of 
cold water in his name is doing good 
service, Perhaps some of you remem- 
bered to be. kind by giving a drink or 
some food to a person or animal who 
was thirsty or hungry. 

April is gone and May is here. Do 
you know about May baskets of 
flowers? Did you carry any? It is not 
too late to do it to-day or this week. 
Father or mother may take you for a 
walk where wildflowers nd mosses 
grow, or there may be blossoms in your 
garden which can be spared to make a 
bunch or fill a basket to carry to some 
one in a hospital or home who cannot 
get out of doors. That would please 
Jesus as much as giving a cup of cold 
water. He wents people to be kind one 
to another. 


Lesson Story.—After some days Jesus 
and his ‘disciples started on another 
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journey toward Jerusalem. Crowds 
gathered to see and hear Jesus, and 
brought friends to be healed. Some 
mothers wished that their little children 
who were not sick might see Jesus. 
Perhaps he would bless them and pray. 
They started to find him. When they 
drew near and tried to get closer, be- 
cause the children could not see over the 
heads of the big folks the disciples tried 
to send them away. . 

They must have forgotten what Jesus 
told them when he held the little child 
in their midst. Jesus did not forget. 
He wanted those mothers to know that 
he did care for their. children, so he re- 
buked the disciples saying, Let [suffer] 
those little children [to] come unto me; 
forbid them not, for to such belongeth 
the kingdom of God. (Note——Make it 
plain that suffer does not mean pain. 
What must the text mean to a child who 
misunderstands and thinks the words 
are—Suffer little children, who come 
unto me.) ; 

Those mothers and children were 
happy when Jesus took the smallest ones 
in his arms and blessed them. He laid 
his hands on others and prayed. That 
is why we love our picture so much. 
Let us look at it while sings to us: 
“The Master has come over Jordan, 

Said Hannah, the mother, one day; 

He is healing the people who throng him 

With a touch of his finger, they say; 

And now I must carry the children— 

Little Rachel and Samuel and John, 

And dear little Esther, the baby,— 

For the Master‘to look upon.” 





One at a time, let several children 
choose which one of the children in the 
picture they would like to have been. 
Sing verses one and two of the “Sweet 
Story of Old.” Explain the missionary 
picture and sing the less-used stanza’: 
“But thousands and thousands who wander 

and fall 
Never heard of that beautiful home; 

I wish they might know there is room for 

them all, 

And that Jesus has bid them to come.” 


Many beautiful songs refer to this 
story. In Songs for Little People (Pil- 
grim Press, Boston, 75 cents), may be 
found, Jesus Loves Me, This I Know; 
The Sweet Story of Old; Suffer the 
Children; The Master Has Come; and 
Jesus, Friend of Little Children. In 
Carols (Leyda Publishing Company, 
Wapello, Iowa, 28 cents) are found, 
Jesus Loves the Little Children, and The 
World Children for Jesus (a great fa- 
vorite). In Melodies (same price and 
publisher) are found, A Love Message 
(The Whisper Song); Jesus and the 
Children; and The Call of the Children. 

To the melody of Tramp, Tramp, 
Tramp, may be sung: 

“Jesus loves the [ittle children, 

All the children of the world; 

Brown and yellow, black and white, 

They are precious in His sight, 

Jesus loves the little children of the 

world.” 


Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Use map to locate this event, and 
establish its place in the life of Jesus. 

2. Call for the telling of this story as 
assigned last Sunday. 

3. Gather Jesus’ teaching from this 
incident under the two heads: (1) cost, 
and (2) rewards of his service. 














RACE. the journey down from the 

neighborhood of Capernaum on Lake 
Galilee, towards Jerusalem, keeping on 
the east side of the Jordan. Some- 
where on that journey occurred that 
lovely scene which has tempted so many 
artists’ imagination, Jesus blessing the 
little children. It is always pictured out 
of doors, but lead your girls to read 
carefully for details by noting verses 
1, 9, and 17, of Mark 10, which seem to 
indicate that he was in a house when 
the babies were brought to him. Read 
the brief verses that tell of his tender- 
ness with the little ones, from your 
Modern Speech Testament. Most girls 





love children, and his loving gentleness 
_— them will make him very lovely to 
em. \ 


2. Immediately following this came 
the appeal of the young ruler, so call) 
for your home-prepared story next. If 
the story-teller is a careful reader she 
will ask you why this man is called 
“young” and a “ruler,” or some other 
thoughtful girl will want to know. 
Refer them to Matthew 19:20, 22 for 
the statement that he was young, and to 
Luke 18:18 to find that he was a ruler. 
Make plain what kind of ruler is here 
meant, when the ag oy, | is done. 
Hoffman’s pular picture has made 
all this so familiar that it will be diffi- 
cult to arouse independent thinking, but 
do not let pass the eager earnestness of 
the young man, nor the instant appreci- 
ation of the splendid qualities he showed 
by the other Young Man who was listen- 
ing to his thoughtful question. Was it 
his fineness of nature that made Jesus 
love him so-~quickly, or was it the one 
great need in his life? Let the girls 
talk this over. Was it the combination 
of the two things? 1) 

What a disappointing contrast verses 
21, 22 present,—Jesus’ quick and gen- 
erous love for this young man and his 
selfish failure to respond to that love! 
His covetousness made him turn his 
back on his Saviour just exactly as ours 
does to-day. For Jesus loves every 
seeker after saving truth, whether we 
possess the fine qualities of this one or 
not, and how many turn away from his 
answer, perhaps sorrowfully, as did the 
young ruler, but none the less certainly. 
As to whether this refusal to do the one 
thing needful was final and fatal on this 
man’s part we have no facts from which 
to judge, we must leave that question 
with him who is the Judge of us all. 
But we are very sure that he is never 
mentioned among those who found their 
highest happiness in Jesus’ company and 
service. He turned his back on his great 
opportunity and his loss was far greater 
than the great riches he could not bear 
to part with. 

Now for a little study of the use Jesus 
made of this occurrence with those who 
had left all to follow him. First note 
just what he had required of this man. 
Underscore in your Bibles the verbs in 
Jesus’ answer—go, sell, give, come, fol- 
low. See how fully he would use all the 
strength and energy of this young man. 
Those five little words set out the cost 
of service for Christ in a plain and 
rather startling way. For it does cost 
something to accomplish the last step, 
the “following.” “Jesus said “sell all” 
(Luke 18:22), and this selling was not 
to be for personal gain, but in order to 
give all. There’s plenty to do in fol- 
lowing Jesus, enough to attract your 
most capable, splendidly endowed and 
equipped girl. His is no negative ser- 
vice, though it begins with a complete 
surrender of self. (2) 

He well knew the cost of such a sur- 
render of one’s dearest, self-chosen 
plan of life for his plan. And he knew 
the tremendous hold riches get on their 
possessor. Perhaps he loved this young 
man for his very difficulties. Be sure 
he will recognize yours and love you 
through them. He also knew the real 
value of these great riches, and he did 
not command this owner to throw them 
away, or hide them, or lay them aside, 
but to use them; and use them not for 
self, but at his direction and for others. 
Your “riches” may not be in money, but 
he would have you so use every talent 
and capacity and opportunity you pos- 
sess. That is true Christian service, (3) 

The reward begins with the very ser- 
vice itself. Note that the eager young 
heart was not to be left empty and be- 
reft, for that gracious “come” follows 
at once upon the command to surrender 
all. How much more was offered him 
in friendship with Jesus than in what 
he must separate himself from! And 
the following brings joys far richer than 
all the surrendered wealth could buy, 
here and now (Mark 10:29), besides 
that “treasure in heaven” so surely 
awaiting his followers. 

So he reasoned with his first dis- 
ciples that day; so he is reasoning with 
your girls to-day. Pray that they may 
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not turn sorrowfully away, but gladly 
come and follow. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 10: 32-52 

After a careful reading of these 
verses ask each girl to select a title- 
phrase from the text itself, as setting 
forth the chief thought of the whole 
paragraph. There are really two para- 
graphs included in these verses, as 
shown by the American Version. But 
one title can cover both. 

ATLANTA, GA, 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev, William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A high-up who wanted 
help. 

Explanations: Ruler; place on map; 
good Master. 


Main truths: Prime importance of 
salvation; advantage of a clean record; 
no Christianity without Christ. 











67TO0-DAY’S lesson is about another 

man who came to Jesus for help,” 
said teacher, “Who was he, and what 
kind of help did he want?” 

Fred had looked him up in Luke and 
said he was the head man of a syna- 
gogue, or maybe a member of the San- 
hedrin. Anyway, he was one of the 
high-ups, and according to verse twenty- 
two had plenty of spondulics. What he 
wanted was salvation. He had been as 
good as he knew how, but his heart 
wasn’t satisfied and he wanted Jesus to 
lay down some further stunt for him 
that would win peace. 

The fellow was sure in earnest. He 
came running as hard as he could go, 
and plunked right down on his knees out 
there in the road as they do in a Salva- 
tion Army meeting. 

“Well,” says teacher, “why shouldn’t 
a man be in earnest about salvation? 
It is the most important matter in the 
world. Why get all wrought up over 
ball-games and politics and Boy Scouts, 
and then in the all-important matter of 
the soul’s salvation show only a mild 
interést?” Then he had us repeat that 
verse he is always quoting: “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” 

We turned back here to find out where 
this happened. According to verse one 
it seems that Jesus made a trip from 
Capernaum down into the country east 
of Judea, across the Jordan River. Then 
verses seventeen and thirty-two say he 
was on his way back to Jerusalem. 
Teacher gave Carl some pins and a 
string, and he soon had it all marked 
out on the map. (1) , 

Then we took yp my home question, 
why Jesus would not let the ruler call 
him good. Mother explained it all out 
to me at home. You see, the fellow had 
called Jesus Teacher, and he needed 
first of all to believe that Jesus was far 
more than an earthly teacher; that he 
was really God. So Jesus said to him: 
“Why do you call me Good Teacher? 
There is only One who is really and 
truly good, that is God. If you believe 
that I am good, can’t you believe that I 
am more than an earthly teacher?” (2) 

The fellow didn’t seem to be able to 
catch on, so Jesus asks about his past 
life, Of course Jesus knew what a good, 
moral young man he had always been, 
and téacher thinks it was splendid for 
him to be able to look Jesus right in the 
eye and say: “I have been clean and 
square and kind from my very boy- 
hood.” He says that’s the kind of young 
man who can apply for a job or run for 
office or get married without any fear 
of some old sins coming out to trip 
him up. 

Still that didn’t make him a Christian, 
any more than being a good shot makes 
one a soldier. He looked and acted like 
a Christian, but he lacked the main 
thing; he had never taken the oath of 
allegiance. He must enlist: “Come, 
follow me.” Teacher says trying to get 
into heaven by acting lke a Christian 
without really giving your heart to 
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Christ is like trying to get free board 
at a neighbor’s by acting like one of the 
family. It’s belonging that counts. 

“Wh did he have to give away his 
money?” spoke up Bumps. “Is_ it 
wicked to be rich?” (3) 

Teacher explained that the ruler had 
put money ahead of everything else; 
made it his god. He had kept many of 
the commandments, but had broken the 
very first one: “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” When Jesus 
told him to get rid of his money so it 
wouldn’t keep him from following the 
Master, it was just another way of say- 
ing: “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God.” His money was a “hand” that 
caused him to “stumble” and so he had 
to cut it off. The fact that when it 
came to a choice between his money and 
his Lord he held on to the money and 
sacrificed his Master, shows that he 
was “joined unto his idols.” If we are 
going to be Christians we must “Crown 

im Lord of all.” (4) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 10: 32-52 
Locate Jericho. 
What could Bartimeus know about 
Jesus? 
Why did the crowd rebuke him? 
How did Bartimzus receive criticism? 
Why did he throw away his garment? 


Why did Jesys ask him what he 
wanted? 


Terre Haute, Ino. 





| Children at Home 








Calico’s Trip to Town 
By Anne Porter Johason 


OBERT and Marie were romping 

with Calico, their pet pony, when 
Mother called and said that she wanted 
some groceries from town. 

“Oh, Mother,” said Robert, “may we 
drive Calico?” 

Mother looked serious. “Oh, children, 
that’s rather risky! Calico has never 
been to town, No telling what capers 
she might cut!” 

“Well, Mother, we’ve driven her up 
and down the lane hundreds of times, 
and she never acts frisky.” 

“And she knows everything we say,” 
put in Marie. 

Mother smiled. 
danger. Hitch 
we'll see.” 

In a few minutes Calico drew the cart 
to the post in front of the house. 
Mother gave Robert a list of the gro- 
ceries she wanted, and then she turned 
to the pony. “Now, Calico,” she 
warned, “be careful! Don’t get fright- 
ened. Do just as Robert tells you, and 
don’t cut up any capers.” - : 

Calico could not speak, but she could 
hear, and she rubbed her head against 
Mother’s arm, which meant that she in- 
tended to behave perfectly. So away 
she trotted, very proud and happy. 

But when they turned the corner, 
there was a great black tooting monster 
coming right at her! When she was 
safe in the pasture lot she.could shake 
her head bravely at these big, noisy 
things, but it was very different indeed 
to see one of them coming right for her 
head in the narrow road. Her first im- 
pulse was to break away and run just 
as fast and as far as she could, but 
Robert was saying, kindly, “There, there, 
Calico, it won’t hurt you! Don’t be 
afraid. Just turn a little. 
ing the lines! 
are all right!” 

Robert was correct—in a moment the 
booming thing had whirled past, and 
they were safe. 

But here was more trouble—a drove 
of cattle scuffling toward them! Calico 
was not afraid of cattle in the field, but 
cattle.in the road looked so much big- 
ger and more fierce, “What shall I 
do?” wondered Calico. “I can’t get 
through that great moving wall. If I 
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“Just be easy, Calico,” Robert was 
saying, gently. “We'll get through all 
right, . Walk along slowly and keep 
head. You've seen cows before. 

e’ll make it without any trouble.” 

Robert was correct again. .In a little 
bit the road before them was clear. 
Calico felt quite relieved. 

But this thing ahead of them—what 
was it? A great lot of boards, and, oh, 
Calico could see water far down below! 
She could not make herself step out 
upon those boards. What if they should 
break! She just stopped. 

“Why, Calico, that’s a_ bridge,” 
soothed Robert. “Just a nice little 
bridge over the very same creek which 
runs through your pasture. You've 
waded in that creek many a time. 
You’re not afraid, are you?” 

Calico was afraid, there was no use 
denying that! She could not put her 
foot down upon those boards. To her 
it seemed like 4 very dangerous pro- 
ceeding. She turned her head, tryin 
to see Robert and Marie. “Oh, if { 
could talk I would explain that I am 
afraid, very much afraid, and then——” 

“All right, Calico,” said Robert, 
“you're frightened, I don’t blame you. 
Isn’t it cute, Marie, the way Calico is 
trying to tell us that she’s afraid?” 

“Get out and pet her, Robert. She’s 
trembling.” ; 

Marie took the lines and Robert got 
out. Calico looked at him so pleadingly 
that Robert held her pretty face between 
his hands and said coaxingly, “The 
bridge is safe, Calico, You’ve never 
had much experience with bridges— 
that’s the trouble, isn’t it? Come on, 
I'll go first.” 

Robert led the way and Calico will- 
ingly followed. “Of course I’m not 
afraid if Robert goes ahead,” Calico 
seemed to decide. “I know he wouldn’t 
lead me into danger.” 

The bridge was crossed safely—Calico 
found that it was not so dangerous 
after all. 

While Robert was getting the grocer- 
ies, some of the town children came run- 
ning out to see Calico, They wanted to 
pat her head, smooth her mane, and rub 
her neck, But Calico was not at all 
sure that she liked so many strange 
children about, laughing and chattering. 
She began to back away from the noisy 
group. 

“Steady there, Calico, the children 
want. to pet you,” she heard Marie say, 
kindly, 

Calico -stood quietly. If Marie was 
keeping an eye on the children, she need 
not be scared. Robert soon came out 
with the basket of groceries, and the 
children watched them start away. 

Going home, Calico’s little feet went 
pattering gaily across the bridge. She 
paid very little attention to.animals or 
automobiles. When they arrived at 
home, Mother was waiting at the gate. 
Calico stopped proudly beside her. 
“You’ve brought them safely back, 
Calico. You're a fine pony. ° You may 
go again when we want groceries. Give 
her a nice dinner, Robert, and Marie 
can get her a big lump of sugar from 
the pantry.” 

Calico was delighted. She tossed her 
head, which meant, “Thank you, thank 
you very much! TI’ll be glad to go to 
town every day. I’ve had a fine time!” 


REYNOLDsBURG, OHIO. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








VERY one is interested in what our 

soldier boys have to tell. A con- 
gregation will listen to almost anything 
a khaki-clad man has to say. To read- 
ers of these notes a testimony from -a 
Major in the American army is of no 
ordinary interest. 

My friend, the Major, was telling me 
one Lord’s Day morning of the vast 
possibilities for service for Christians 
in the army, and rejoiced my heart when 
he told of numbers turning to the Lord. 
He became reminiscent as we talked, 
and quite casually said that all he is to- 





day he owes to the training his father 
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gave him at the Samntly aitep. The power 
of that altar cannot overestimated. 
Another handsome man told me a few 
days ago that his career had taken the 
turn it had owing to the custom in his 
father’s home of having family worship 
two and sometimes three times a day. 
If your altar has been broken down be- 
gin now to rebuild it. 


April 29 to May 5 


Mon.—Mark 10: 17-31. — 

Jesus Sets New Standards of Living. 
How often Jesus astonished people by 
what he did and said. The people mar- 
veled at his speech and were amazed at 
his mighty works. He ran counter to 
many prevailing ideas of true living and 
scorned commonly accepted standards 
of conduct, Lacking one thing may neu- 
tralize the usefulness of all else. ; 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
higher conception of the Christian life, 
and for a vision of the possibilities of 
wholehearted devotedness to God; for 
freedom from all petty meanness and 
jealousies; for power over habits and 
tendencies which spoil witness-bearing ; 
re grace to shun every appearance of 
evil. 


Tues.—Mark 10: 1-12. 
The Sacredness cf Marriage. 

Marriage is not an invention of man, 
but a Divine institution. It must not be 
lightly entered upon, and its sacredness 
forbids its violation. Grace in the heart 
and holiness in the life make all its de- 
mands pleasant. It is a fitting figure 
of the mystic and inseparable union be- 
tween Christ and the Church. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
home life of America; that its sanctity 
and honor may be guarded with holy 
jealousy; for the healing of those 
breaches which may have come into 
earth’s relationships, converting home 
into chaos. Pray for the children of in- 
harmonious homes, and from whom the 
sunshine of life has gone. 


Wed.—Mark 16: 13-16; Matt. 18: 1-6. 
Jesus and the Children. 
Discouraged by disciples but encour- 
aged by Jesus, the children were brought 
to the Saviour for his touch of bless- 
ing, Matthew Henry says: “Christ out- 
does the desires of the parents, for they 
begged him to touch them, but he took 
them in his arms and blessed them.” 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for a 
work of grace among the children; that 
all the children who hear this request 
may be savingly converted to God; for 
the children’s special service Mission in 
Great Britain, and for -the work among 
the children in our churches and Gospel 
centers; for the children in great cities 
who seem to be nobody’s care. 


Thurs.—Exodus 20: 2-17. 


“We are not under the law but under 
grace”; still, we cannot with impunity 
break the ten words of the old deca- 
logue. We cannot expect salvation to 
come by keeping the law. It is stern 
and relentless in its demands, and only 
in Christ have these been met. Salva- 
tion is of the Lord. 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray that the 
churches may be prepared to meet the 
full need of the mission fields which 
will be greatly increased by this world 
war. No generation ever faced such 
possibilities of future weal or woe as 
does ours. The forces of evil, paganism, 
and Mohammedanism are growingly ag- 
gressive, 


Fri.—Lev. 19: 11-18. Rules of Conduct. 


Christians are here warned and ad- 
minished regarding their transactions 
with each other. The continual inter- 
course with the world may bring about 
“a contamination of conscience”~ which 
tends to think lightly of integrity and 
uprightness. Let us write “Holiness 
unto the Lord” “on the bells of horses.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray to be 
taught how to husband time. Every mo- 
ment is weighted with infinite possibili- 
ties. Pray for wisdom to so arrange 
work that time shall be found for the 





cultivation of the prayer life; for grace 


The Ten Commandments. | 
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to carry out holy resolves not to waste 
time or treat the hours unworthily. 


Sat.—Matt. 22 : 34-48. Love for God and Man. 


The right love to our brother whom 
we have seen is an instance and an evi- 
dence of our love to God whom we 
have not seen. On these two great com- 
mandments hang all the law and the 
prophets; if these fail everything falls. 
Let us, therefore, pow ourselves into 
these as into a mould. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
quickened interest in Jewish evangeliza- 
tion; that a plain, honest effort to win 
Jews by the preaching of the Gospel may 
be e by the churches and individual 
Christians; that a spirit of intercession 
be granted the churches on Israel's be- 
half for the return to God of a back- 
slidden people. 

Sun.—Rom. 13: 1-10. Love Fulfilling the Law. 

All the law is fulfilled in one word, 
and that is Love. All obedience begins 
there and makes the yoke and command 
easy. Love is the rest and satisfaction 
of the soul, and to walk in this way is to 
find abiding peace. No law binds so fast 
and none so delightful to obey. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for real 
peace and rest to-day; for freedom from 
care and anxiety regarding temporal 
things. And that from the worshp of 
the sanctuary all carnal and_ selfish 
thinking may be excluded; for the 

reaching of the Gospel all over the 
land; for our soldiers and sailors in 
national service. 


New York City. 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than thirty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. ; 


Advertising Rates 


8u cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

Five or more copies, either 
$1 00 to Separate addresses or ina 
package to one address,$1 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

e copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


: One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: se 

One copy, one yort, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

LiF gy er is nog sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 





2031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 5 (Mark 10 : 1-31) 


["e Young People’s 





Prayer-Meeting 


By Robert E. Speer 





May 12. Christian Endeavor Fellowship. 
1 John 1: 1-7. 

May 19. Education: the Doorway to Service. 
2 Tim. 2: 15; Luke 6: 40. 

May 2. Doing His Will. John 15: 8-14. 
(Union meeting with Juniors and Inter- 
mediates.) 

June 2. Christian Duty and Privilege. VI. 
Service in Church and Community. Mark 
12: 28-34. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, May 5 


Christian Duty and Privilege 
5. Conduct in the Home and School 
(Eph. 6: 1-9; Mark 5: 19) 
(Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Co-operation (1 Cor. 12: 12-26). 
Tues.—Good manners (Col, 3: 18-25). 
Wed.—Helpfulness (Ruth 2: 1-3). 
Thurs.—Cheerfulness (Prov. 15 :°13). 
Fri.—Patience (1 Thess. 2: 1-8). 
Sat.—Burden-bearing (Rom. 15: 1-3). 











How can we apply 1 Corinthians 13 to home 
life? 

What reputation do we covet in school? 

How do home and school train us? 


fhe family is the most wonderful 
institution in the world. It was the 
one which God established first. It is the 
ideal of God’s rule over humanity. He 
Father, we are his family. 
Heaven will be the great family home. 
For elasticity, adaptiveness, endurance, 
influence, there is no other agency on 
earth like the family. There are no 
written laws governing the family, and 
yet there is no other community which 
can compare with it in order and jus- 
tice. Inside the family there exist com- 
munism and the right of private prop- 
erty ‘side by sidé. “No one’ can write 


‘:down: the regulations: which ‘make it 


possible, But it is possible. 


4 

What is this secret of the family 
which makes it so strong, so firm, so 
It is its unity. That is the 
first and deepest mark of the family. It 
is one. It is not one by agreement or 
by contract. It is one by nature. And 
all discords and frictions simply have 
to recognize this fact and adjust them- 
selves to it. The result is that the 
family endures and triumphs over strains 
which would disrupt any other arrange- 
ment or institution. Even when the 
family is not rich and overflowing with 
love its fundamental character of one- 
ness holds it together. 

e 

And when this natural unity of the 
family is fortified by the spiritual unity 
of love its character is divine—“God,” 
says Paul, “after whom every family on 
earth is named”—and its power is abso- 
lute, Woe to us if we miss this eleva- 
tion of the family’s natural oneness into 
the unity of the love of Christ! Blessed 
are we if we bring into the family life 
the grace which God in Christ is eager 
to pour upon it! 


And the institution next to the family 
in possibility of good is the school. The 
family itself is the best school as it is 
the best church. But beyond it are the 
schools of the community and the na- 
tion. The same principles apply to them 
as in the home. 

The first of all is the principle of 
truth and justice and righteousness. This 
is the one solid foundation. Without it 
the walls stand on empty spaces. 


The second principle is love, the will 
to serve, the preference of others above 
oneself, the habit of saying “My duty” 
not “My right.” This is the music and 


beauty of the home. 

From righteousness. and love all other 
things flow :— 

Good manners, which is simply the 
quiet recognition of right relations and 
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the thoughtful consideration of others 
grown into unconscious habit. 

Cheerfulness, which is just the sense 
of right adjustment and the happy sub- 
ordination of our own mood to the de- 
light of service. 


Patience, which is nothing but duty 
refusing to quit, or hope waiting for 
what it knows must come if it will only 
wait long enough. s 

These are good negative rules: No 
whining, no fault-finding, no detraction, 
no shirking, no revenge, no self-will. 

._ But no rules are sufficient. Christ 
alone is enough. Let us remember him, 
and act as in his presence. 

With Christ. Like Christ. In Christ. 
Christ. These are the four secrets. 


New York City. 
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said, may be much more difficult to 
prove than another, but when once 
proved, all stand on an equal basis and 
on the same level of demonstrable truth. 
Luther’s words are well worthy of no- 
tice: “The Church cannot give more 
force or authority to a book than it has 
in itself. A Council cannot make that 
to be Scriptural which in its own na- 
ture is not Scripture.” And as Salmon 
says, in his “Introduction to the New 
Testament,” the . Scriptures “by their 
own weight ... crushed all rivals out 
of existence.” 

It cannot be too often or too clearly 
said that our New ‘Testament books 
would have possessed authority, even 
though they had never been collected 
together into a volume. Special atten- 
tion should be called to the statements 


of this position in Fairbairn’s “Christ } 


in Modern Theology” (pp. 500-508), 
where he says that “the revelation did 
not come to be, because of the Canon; 
the Canon came to be, because of the 
revelation.” To quote him again, “Can- 
onization is like codification;. the for- 
mation of a code implies the existence 
of the laws. A law. does not become au- 
thoritative by being codified; it is codi- 
fied; because it is authoritative. So a 


book does not become inspired by being’ 


authentically canonized . . . it is not to 
their co-ordination and codification that 
the books owe their authority, but to 
their essential character and contents.” 
And so Fairbairn concludes that “au- 
thority belongs to the Bible, not as a 
Book, but as a revelation.” 

It will be seen from this that the ques- 
tion about Hebrews not being accepted 
by the Western Church until the fourth 
century, really means that not until then 
did the entire Western Church become 
aware of the fact that from the outset 
Hebrews had been accepted by some 
communities of Christians as possess- 
ing Divine authority. And so the for- 
mation of the Canon did not mean the 
authorization of several books, but the 
collecting of those books as already au- 
thorized, and the consequent recogniz- 
ing of the authority of the whole list 
of such books as including all and ex- 
cluding none that were suitable to be 
reckoned as a rule of faith and doctrine. 
So it is true to say that our New Testa- 
ment is “not an authorized collection of 
books, but a collection of authorized 
bocks.” 

It was the long process of collection 
that accounted for the incompleteness 
of the New Testament until the entire 
church could accept it as a whole on its 
proper evidence. Here again Westcott 
points out (pp. 12, 13) that the extent 
of the Canon “was settled by common 
usage, and thus the testimony of Chris- 
tians becomes the testimony of the 
Church.” 

Dr. Goodspeed does not seem to be 
quite complete in his reference to Euse- 
bius, and his statement is, therefore, 
liable to misapprehension. It is true 
that Eusebius does not include 2 Peter 
in his first division, of books “acknowl- 
edged,” but it is equally true that in in- 
cluding it in his second division, of 





books “spoken against,” he admits that 
it is “yet read 6 the majority,” and it is 
significant that he does not put it in his 
third class, of books rejected as “spuri- 
ous.” Westcott points out that this 
very Epistle, though not so strongly 
supported on purely historical grounds 
as other writings, is yet “supported by 
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evidence incomparably more weighty 
than can be alleged in favor of ... the 
best attested of apochryphal settings 
(p. 501). As to the Apocalypse, Dr. 
Vedder in his new book, “The Johan- 
nine Writings,” says that “the Apoc- 
alypse has earlier and stronger at- 
( Continued on next page) 
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You can’t even guess how much money this is—mostly because 
mighty few of us have ever handled more than two 4Aunmdred dollars 


Just for the fun of it, let’s write it this way : 








$2,000,000,000.00 ! 








at any one time. 


So here goes— 


public schools. 


peace times. 


You know! 
You know ! 


You Know !- 


And you kuow this, too. 
Why 





All you can say is that it’s a Lor of money, 
But perhaps you will get a better idea of how mucu it is by 
comparing our drink bill with some other bills in this country. 


It’s three times as much as we spend to maintain all of our 


It’s as much as we spend for bread and clothing, 
It’s as much as is earned by all trade unionists, 
It’s the value of 535,600 workingmen’s homes at $3,800- each. 


It’s one-fourth more than the total assets of the over 7,000 
building and loan associations in this country. 


It’s twice the capital in all the national banks. 


It’s one-tenth the value of all farm property, including land, 
buildings, machinery and animals, 


It’s almost as much as it costs to operate all our, railroads. 
It’s twice as much as it costs to run the federal government in 


It’s as much as we raised for the first Liberty Loan. 
It’s almost twice the value of all church property in the U. S. 


Two billion dollars spent annually for booze! 
What does it buy for those who spend it? 


What does it bring to those who are dependent upon them? 
What does it do for our country and the world? 


You can’t say one strong, unqualified word for 
the liquor habit or the liquor business. 


not cut it out and spend the money for something that will 
build up instead of pull down—that will bring joy instead of »/oom? 


If you believe that the traffic in Alcohol 
does more harm than good—help stop it ! 


Strengthen America Campaign 


(This advertisement was prepared for the National Campaign Committee by Charles Stelzle) 
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testation as Johannine than the Gospel” 
(p. 136%. ‘ $ 

From vill this it will be seen that Dr. 
Goodspeed’s statement that The Sunday 
School Times in effect tells its readers 
to accept the books of the Bible as in- 

ired and authoritative “because the 

hurch has always so regarded them” is 
not correct. The Church as a whole is 
a witness to and a keeper of Scripture, 
but The Sunday School Times is not 
likely to fall into the serious error of 
regarding the Church as either the 
maker or the judge of Scripture. It 
endeavors to distinguish between what 
is known as the ground of yen b 
apostolic authority, and the groun 
the conviction of Canonicity, which is fh 
matter of history. The truth is very 
well expressed in Beecher’s “Reason- 
able Biblical Criticism,” where, speaking 


of the Old Testament, he suggests that 
a simpler term to use than “Canon” or 
“collection” is “aggregate,” and he 


thinks the avoidance of the word 
“Canon” will prevent the idea of any 
formal and official sanction, for the 
writings in Scripture may supposedly 
have existed as an aggregate before any 
ee ht occurred of making them into 

ollectiSn. The same is true of the 
ew Testament books, which came to be 
recognized as a growing, sacred aggre- 
gate precisely in the same way as in the 
case of the Old Testament, except that 
with the New the process took a com- 
paratively short time instead of many 
centuries (p>. 310- -323). 

The entire treatment of the Canon by 
Dr. Goodspeed involves two serious 
fallacies. First, he seems to think that 
the first mention of a book in history is 
the first recognition of its authority, in- 
stead of its being the recognition in the 
Church as a whole of what had been 
long regarded as authoritative in indi- 
vidual and separate communities. Then, 
secondly, he seems to think that the 
Church decided to authorize what had 


‘hitherto not been the case, as though 


the Church could raise to a position of 
authority what had not before possessed 
it! But, as Westcott and others often 
point out, our New Testament Canon 
was never Officially sanctioned and au- 
thorized by any Church Council (p. 
501) or similar organization, but was 
the gradual result of the testimony of 
the whole Church to which in due time 
the Councils gave proper recognition. 
When the nine points emphasized by 
Westcott (p. 14) are carefully consid- 
ered, the conclusion is inevitable that 
the authority of the books of the New 
Testament so widely spread can only be 
explained by admitting that they are 
genuine and apostolic. 


(3) Dr..Goodspeed considers that the 
plain facts of early Christianity are set 
at naught in the remark that John the 
Elder “has been well described as ‘that 
myth of nineteenth century scholar- 
ship,’” and he suggests that The Sunday 
School Times cannot be unaware that 
the writer of Second and Third John 
calls hime2if the Elder, so that, whoever 
the John of these Epistles was, he was 
the Elder. 

Now the point objected to by The 
Sunday School Times is, of course, the 
obvious effort of much modern scholar- 
ship to distinguish between John the 
Elder and John the Apostle. No one 
has ever for a moment thought of ques- 
tioning the description of “the Elder” 
in Second and Third John. But. this is 

quite different from the use made of 

“the Elder” by many modern writers. 
It has been more than once recognized 
that even Peter calls himself a “fellow- 
elder”; and Reynolds in the “Pulpit 
Commentary” remarks that the age and 
dignity of the Apostle John “wou id d find 
an abundant embodiment in the use of 
this term so well known and appre- 
hended throughout the Greek cities of 
Asia Minor.” Reynolds goes on to point 
out that Luthardt criticises successfully 
the inferences drawn from Papias by 
Eusebius, and shows that not only does 
this passage give the title of “Elder” 
to the Apostles, but that Irenaeus calls 
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“a blessed and _ apostolic 
It would almost seem, too, that 


forgotten that 
Papias has called Andrew, Peter, John, 
Philip, ‘and others “Elders.”. 

Dr. Swete remarks ‘about John the 
Elder that “perhaps no conjecture haz- 
arded by an ancient writer has been so 
widely adopted in modern times. A 
conjecture it still remains, for no fur- 
ther light has been thrown on the enig- 
matic figure of John the Elder. But 
this circumstance has not prevented 
scholars from confidently attributing to 
him one or more of the Johannine group 
of writings.” - Bishop Westcott points 
out that the idea of the “Elder,” as dis- 
tinct from the Apostle, being the author 
of the Second and Third Epistles is 

“purely conjectural. There is not the 
least direct evidence, external or in- 
ternal, in its favor.” On the othe? hand, 
the Bishop says, “there is nothing in the 
use of the title ‘the Elder’ inconsistent 
with the belief that he was the Apostle 
John.” 

Dr. Vedder, in the book already men- 
tioned, says: “The theory of two Ephe- 
sian Johns is probably nothing but a 
mare’s nest discovered by Dionysius and 
approved by Eusebius to discredit not 
the Fourth Gospel, but the Apocalypse.” 

And so, éven though we may be led ‘to 
recognize the tradition pointing to two 
Johns, it is necessary to say again that 
there is no warrant for distinguishing 
between the two in regard to the au- 
thorship of any of the Johannine writ- 
ings, and for this reason the words, “a 
myth of nineteenth century scholar- 
ship,” are perfectly justifiable in the 
face of those who, without adequate 
historic warrant, as Dr. Swete says, 
“confidently attribute to the Elder [as 
another person than the apostle John] 
one or more of the Johannine group of 
writings.” Some other words of Dr. 
Vedder are worthy of note in this con- 
nection: “That John the Apostle could 
not have been the author of the Fourth 
Gospel has been called ‘an axiom -of 
criticism.’ The phrase is aptly chosen; 
for an axiom is a principle whose truth 
is assumed and is not capable of bein 
proved by, testimony or. demoneieanel 
by reason.” Dr. Vedder even goes so 
far as to say that “one of the remark- 
able things about Biblical criticism is 
that it has always known so many things 
that aren’t so” (p. 167, note). 

Dr. Goodspeed closes by saying that 
Christianity at the outset was “a re- 
ligion of spirit, not of letter,” and that, 
as we cannot put supreme emphasis on 
both, we ought to put it where Jesus 
and Paul did, on spirit. The Sunday 
School Times maintains that this is a 
false antithesis ; that Christianity is both 
letter and spirit ; and that the spirit is 
only capable of being known and ap- 
preciated through the letter. For ex- 
ample, if any one wishes to understand 
the true spirit of Dr. Goodspeed’s mind 
and attitude, it is essential that his 
words, or something equivalent thereto, 
should be clearly understood. And 
when Dr. Goodspeed places letter in op- 
position to spirit as expressive of the 
mind of Jesus, he must have momen- 
tarily forgotten our Lord’s own words 
when he said, “the words that I speak 


Polycarp 
Elder.” 
Dr. Goodspeed has 


unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life” (John 6:63). 

The Sunday School Times is pro- 
foundly convinced that the two views, 
the radical and the conservative, are 











not only contrary, but incompatible. If 
one is right, the other must be wrong. 
There is no possibility of compromise. 
It is because The Sunday School Times 
is firmly of conviction that the view it 
advocates, as held consistently by the 
historic evangelical Christian church, is 
the only one consistent with the true 
Divine authority of the Scriptures, that 
it takes its stand with those who be- 
lieve in the inspired and infallible au- 
thority of the whole Bible. 
EE 
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In the Land tikes 


By JAMES OTIS BARROWS 

With an Introduction by James L. Barton, D.D. 
In these days of world conflict, readers of The 
Sunday School Times who have become in- 
terested in Dr. Clarence Ussher and his re- 
markable experiences in Turkish Armenia will 
welcome this biographical sketch of the life of 
his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Freeman Barrows 
Ussher, Missionary to Turkey and a martyr of 
the great war. 

It is a tender little = phy (with numerous 
illustrations) written by her father, a record of 
a life of great outineth. splendidly crowned 
by being ly laid down in-the spirit of Him 
who ‘‘came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister."" $1.00, postpaid. For sale by 
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